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IN SPRING 1960 


For the 10th 
Consecutive Year 


WE PROUDLY PRESENT THE ORIGINAL, ANNUAL, ALL-EXPENSE-INCLUSIVE 


Ganden Towu 


SPONSORED by America’s leading Horticultural Societies .. 


. Massachusetts Horticultural 


Society .. . Rhode Island Horticultural Society ... Michigan Horticultural Society ... Ontario 


Horticultural Association. 


PERSONALLY CONDUCTED by famous garden experts. Each distinguished tour leader is an 
outstanding authority on gardening and plant material and will be available at all times to aid 


you with explanations and advice. 
Planned by experts with more than 30 years 
of experience in foreign travel — and the fore- 
most agency in the field of garden travel — 
these leisurely yet thorough tours grow more 
popular each year! You can now combine 
your enjoyment of gardening with the pleas- 
ures of travel! 
extraordinary tours... in 
Europe, the British Isles, the Hawaiian 
Islands and Mexico... which will enable 
you to see the famous gardens as well as the 
famous sights of the country visited! 


ee ae. 


y Alex D. Hawkes, d 


Here are four 


hort 


dety. France. Switzerland. Holland. Belgium. England. 
A 2-month trip including such “extras” as Easter in 
Rome, Holland at Bulb Time, the International Floriade 
in Rotterdam, Chelsea Flower Show in London, among 
Sails from New York via Mediterranean on 
March 30. $1653 all inclusive. 


others. 


All tours will include special receptions, teas 
and !uncheons at private estates, which the 
average visitor does not usually see. You will 
have opportunities to meet and talk with 
leading garden authorities of the countries 
visited — horticulturists, gardeners, bulb 
growers, nurserymen, teachers, etc.! 

For your convenience, experienced tour man- 
agers will accompany each group. They will 
take care of such matters as transfers, bag- 
gage, transportation, reservations, etc. They 
will be on hand to assist you with any per- 
sonal travel matters which may arise. 


BRITISH ISLES 


by Dr. Carrick E. Wildon, Professor of Horti- 
c 2, Michigan State University 

London and the Chelsea Flower Show. Devon and 
Kent. The “Shakespeare Country” Wales. Medieval 
Chester. Lake-studded Ireland, north and south. Scot- 
land, including historic Edinburgh. A 5-week trip 
sailing on R.M.S. Queen Mary from New York on 
May 18. $1397 all inclusive. 


British Isles tour begins where Western European tour ends, may be taken 
in conjunction with first tour at a savings. 


Pe y ted by F 
The Garden Paradise of the Pacific. The 
flower-filled isles of Oahu, Hawaii, Kauai, 
Maui, Honolulu and Waikiki Beach. Orchid 
gardens. Private estates where the styles of 
East and West are blended in gardens of 
extraordinary beauty. 3 delightful weeks. 
Fly from California May !1—or sail a few 
days eorlier. $988 plus tax. 


kL. Thayer, Head 


iM 


ga or 


HORTICULTURE and noted garden authority 


Mexico City and its surrounding Aztec tem- 
ples. The floating gardens of Xochimilco, 
Tropical Fortin and the orchid region. 
Pueblo, Cuernavaca and Taxco in “old 
Mexico.” The beach at Acapulco, San Jose 
Puruva and Mexican private estates. 3 weeks. 
Fly from New York, March 19. $731 all in- 
clusive. 


For complete information, write Dept. H12 
JEAN BERKE 
TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. 


516 Fifth Avenue 
New York 36, New York 
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Newly Published! —-—-———— | 


The 

GARDEN 
FLOWERS ” 
ot CHINA 


H. L. Li, Taxonomist, 
The Morris Arboretum, 
University of Pennsylvania 


For all flower lovers, 

this beautifully  illus- 

trated book brings to- 

gether a wealth of in- 

formation about many of our best-known 
garden flowers from peonies, orchids, 
roses, and lilies to flowering trees, shrubs, 
and vines. 


The author translates the Chinese name of 
each, and explains its use in China and its 
introduction to the West. Book includes 
scientific names, a brief botanical descrip- 
tion, and bibliographies of the Chinese 
literature. Chronica Botanica: An Interna- 
tional Biological and Agricultural Series, 
Vo. 19. 68 ills., 240 pp. $6.50 


e The Complete Book of 
GREENHOUSE 
GARDENING 


HENRY T. NORTHEN and 
REBECCA T. NORTHEN 


Step-by-step instructions on all phases 
of greenhouse operation. Book answers 
hundreds of questions on buying, locating, 
equipping, and managing a greenhouse. 
Shows how to control temperature and 
light, eliminate disease and pests, raise a 
wide variety of flowers and vegetables to 
255 ills. 353 pp. $6.50 


perfection. 


@ Also by HENRY T. NORTHEN 
and REBECCA T. NORTHEN 


The SECRET otf the 
GREEN THUMB 


How to get the most out of gardening! This 
book opens up today’s scientific methods 
for growing healthier flowers, lawns, trees, 
shrubs. Gives rules for preparing the soil, 
watering, transplanting, etc.; explanations 
which enable gardeners to deal with every 
situation. Covers plant breeding, hybrids, 
hormones, soilless culture. 238 ilils., 


tables; 431 pp. $6 





Please send books checked below: 
The Garden Flowers of China, Li $6.50 


The Complete Book of Greenhouse 
' Seek Northen-Northen. 0 


] The Secret of the Green Thumb, 
Northen- Northen puwe $6.00 


Check enclosed ©) Send C.0.D. 
©) Cherge my account 


THE RONALD PRESS COMPANY 
15 East 26th St., New York 10 


=== USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER === 





HORTICULTURE 


America’s Authentic Garden Magazine 


CONTENTS @ DECEMBER 1959 
VOL. XXXVI. NO. 12 


OE cscccdcdccesuseseesiencess 

Coming Events ........-- 

Poinsettias—Year ‘Round 

Variegated Hollies Gleam Silver and Gold . 

Vines for Indoors 

Church Landscaping 

Christmas Arrangements, Traditional 

Christmas Arrangements, Modern 

Mexico's Private Gardens and Wild Mowers. 

Berried Branches for Christmas 

Aralias Are Lacey 

Fifty Best Books of the Year 

Chats About Books 

New Books 

Clubs and Societies aw So6 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society cee cerereeerccccccoece 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society ......0000seeeeeeeeees 

Mail Order—Close As Your Post Box 

Garden Catalog “Bests” 

Terrarium Gardening 

Pot Plant Potpourri 

Now Is The Time éeeeece 

Index to Horticulture for 1959 ...cccccseseeesseeeeeeeeseees 

Letters to the Editor eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 

Readers’ Questions Answered ...cscscesseesesseeess 

How to Make Cone Wreaths .....seeeeeseeee0e0+ Mabel Williams 


OUR COVERS 

Front—Poinsettia and Ontario Christmas-scape—Malak 

Inside Front—Plant room of Mrs. Stephen Wheatland, Brookline, Masee- 
chusetts—P. E. Genereux 

Inside Back—Christmas Greens Decorations by the New England Farm 
and Garden Association—P. E. Genereux 

Back—Merry Christmas!—Home of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony C. De Roma, 
Norwood, Massachusetts—Nelson Groffman 


COLOR INSERTS 


Page 609—Varied Holly—George M. Cushing, Jr. 

Page 610—Passiflora coccinea—Kari Berggrav 

Page 631—Christmas Mantel Arrangement by Olga Bockes, Caldwell, New 
Jersey—J. P. Roche 

Page 632—House Plants in Variety from Cider Hill Greenhouses, York, 
Maine—P. E. Genereux 


Marvin E. Fowler 


. Betty Brinhart 
Tom Dilatush 
. Helene Flegg 
Victor Otto 


. Barbara Lownes 
. Patrick Santin 


eee eee ee 


soccccccccccccceccccs Lad Cotok 
coccccccccccsevccsesscccs Victor Ries 





Arno H. Nehrling, Director of Publications 


CR GE co cccccccctsoscéas 
H. Gleason Mattoon ... 

Arthur B. Pausch .......... 
Arthur C. King ... 

Pawd ©. GOMSPOS ccccccccccccccccscoccsccccccsscecces 


TYTTTTTTTTL LETT TTT 

Assistant Editor 
- Circulation Manager 
. Advertising Manager 
Photographer 


eee eee eee ee eee 


Advisory Board 
Ernest Hoftyzer 


Edward Dane ....... 
Harold S. Ross 


Stedman Buttrick ..... 
Horticulture is printed by The Rumford Press, Concord, New Hamp- 
shire. Micro-Color Lithography by W. A. Krueger Co., Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Halftones by Franklin Engraving Co., Boston, Massachusetts. 





HORTICULTURE: December 1959 © Volume XXXVII, No. 12 © Issued Monthly, Published 
at Horticultural Hall, Boston 15, Mass. Subscription Rates (in advance). One year $4.00. 
Canada $4.00. Foreign Countries, $5.00. Entered as second-class matter December 8, 
1904, at the Post Office at Boston, Mass., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Additional 
entry at the Post Office in Concord, N. H. October 22, 1953. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of postage, authorized August 14, 1952. Address all correspondence relating 
to Subscriptions and Advertising to Horticulture, 300 Mass. Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


Member of Audit Bureau of Circulations 





A. B. McClanahan & Co.—East Coast Advertising Rep., 295 Madison Ave., New York 17, 
New York, Walter R. Dimm—West Coast Advertising Rep., 3533 N.E. 21st Ave., Portland 
12, Oregon. Russell B. Smith—Mid-West Advertising Rep., 205 West Wacker Dr., Chicago 
6, Illinois. 


HORTICULTURE 





Marvin E. Fow.er, Upper Darby, Pa. 


ancient festive symbol 


PARASITIC MISTLETOE 


[HE USE OF MISTLETOE at the holi- 
day season goes back to antiquity. To 
the Druids of ancient Britain, nothing 
was more holy than mistletoe and the 
tree on which it grew. It was em- 
ployed in their most sacred rites. To 
early Germanic tribes mistletoe was an 
object of superstition. 

These attitudes toward the plant un- 
doubtedly had an influence on its later 
use for decorative purposes at Christ- 
mas time. In some parts of Europe, 
where deciduous forests predominated, 


the fact that the mistletoe was green at } , ‘ ; a i Pi y 
the Christmas season when most other if “3 
plants were bare also influenced its use. — J 
[The American mistletoes or “true , ; 
mistletoes” are parasitic seed plants be- ' \ \ . 
TP ae x 


longing to the genus phoradendron. 
There are 28 species in the United U.S. Foausr Sunvice Pucte 


States, mainly found on hardwoods. On A cluster of eastern mistletoe (Phoradendron flavescens) with berries 


the whole the damage caused by these 


mistletoes to forest trees is not serious, v7) 
ALUMINUM >; 


with the exception of those that grow 


on white fir and incense-cedar. GREENHOUSE 


The aerial portions of the mistletoe = : 
. . over a week end 


usually appear as leafy, evergreen tufts 
of shoots on the stems of the host trees. 


eerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 

They are particularly conspicuous on : Model C-3 ; er ‘ 
ba Ay fer leaf fall I S- Enjoy a lifetime of Everlite ‘‘all weather’® 
1ardwoods after lea all. SS gardening. 


The species most familiar for Christ- ~ e Precision prefabricated. 
mas decorations are Phoradendron fla- ‘ e Beautiful curved glass eaves. 
vescens in the East and South and al © Lean-to or free standing models. 
seu — fee oll e Automatic heating, venting, humidi- 
Phoradendron longispicum or Ph. vil- fying and watering. 
losum in the West. Ph. flavescens, val seg | saa © ao priced. Models from 


sometimes called eastern mistletoe, oc- 
Write for price list and literature H129 


curs from southern New Jersey west to Re 

Missouri and south to the Gulf States. ¥ Aluminum Greenhouses, Tue. 
This mistletoe develops dense bunches, 14615 Lorain Ave. + Cleveland 11, Ohio 
at times one or two feet across, of yel- meee x: 
lowish-green leaves and pearl-like ber- 

Ps PERFECT GIFT For Your 
ries. It is found on many hardwoods, START YOUR OWN SEEDLINGS : Green Thumb 


among which are oaks, elms, maples, WITH THIS ; iends 
sycamores and gums. , 7 q 
Mistletoe is usually harvested a few LIFETIME 
weeks before Christmas and stored at a ALUMINUM 
F. Unless the 


temperature of about 40 


collector is equipped for proper storage, | COLD FR AMAL 


prompt shipment is necessary. Mistletoe 


is easily injured by handling while it is NO ROT—NO RUST—NO PAINTING—NO 


frozen Len i i 
. gthen your gardening season. Save big money 
Sj 7 le a le ‘ a . by starting your own plants. New fow cost all- GLASS 
ince ample mistletoe is present In Aluminum Cold Frame measures 3x31) feet. Windows TO BREAK 
the woods to supply the market, little is — iy age a a ae ae 
4 . yw f as. indow covers raise ‘or venti- 
known about its propagation or culti- lation or slide for removal. Easily assembled with ABSOLUTE GUARANTEE! 
, Th. eee et household screw driver. Comes complete with illus- You must be perfectly delighted with your pur- 
vation. The most successful propagation trated instructions. Holds heat — prevents frost chase. If, for any pina tae are ot entirely 
has resulted from collecting seed from damage — lets you enjoy your hobby four extra satisfied, you may return your Cold Frame with- 
months per year. Now available at your garden in ten days for immediate money back refund. 


mistletoe and using them to infect trees supply dealer or send $24.95 check or M.O. Add 

of the same species as the one from $1.00 postoge W. of Mississippi. Converts to hot MERCHANT & EVANS CO. 
. bed with Gro-quick heating coil thermostat — 2065 Washington Ave., Phila, 46, Pa. 

which the seeds were secured. $6.45 extra. ' ' 

















December 1959 





For more and better 
houseplants from cuttings... 


Try the simple 
“Rootone Dip!” 























SEPTIC TANK TROUBLE? 


NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic tank and cess- 
pool clean. A bacterial concentrate breaks up solids 
and grease—prevents overflow, back-up odors. Regular 
use saves costly pumping or digging. Simply mix dry 
powder in water, flush down toilet. Non-poisonous, 
non-caustic. Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, 


New, improved Rootone now contains indole — cesspool. Six months’ supply (23 ozs.) only $2.95 
- pam ag an ne ay eetenpee tees ppd. Northel Distributors, HO-12, P.O. Box 1103, 
house plants, for softwood, hardwood or summer Minneapolis 40, Minn. 

cuttings. Rootone with fungicide added helps pre- 

vent “damping off” and other soil-borne diseases. 

Y% -oz. packet 35c; 2-oz. jar $1.25. 


ROOTONE 7 x FLIGHT DECK—fascinating Family Gift! 


AMCHEM PRODUCTS, INC <= — ieee 
(Formerly American Chemical Paint Co.) { Py ot © Lures wild birds to your window; feed, photograph, 
watch them frolic ONLY INCHES AWAY. Identify 


Niles, Calif e AMBLER, PA. « St. Joseph, Mos 
Rootone and Amchem are registered * : birds, their songs, calls, markings, etc. Flight Deck 
trademarks of Amchem Products, Inc. ane i delights shut-ins, youngsters, all birdwatchers. Clips 


By to sill, weatherproof duralon, green, white trim, 
: . 17”x15”, 4 seed wells, water pool, feeding stick. Gift 
packed with card. $6.55 Postpaid. Save! Order 3 for 
$18. Money Back Guarantee. Duncraft, Dept. H-2, 


RED PASSION VINE ‘Sxic5 | | Penacook, N. H. 
$2.98 trex 


New Discovery 
Brilliant sear 


on ae TERRARIUM MATERIAL 


erly potted 3 
Girowing in- 
nemo | Make your own Terrarium or Christmas Berry Bowl with my 
—, “ge A | packaged woodland material. Pkg. inc., 50 Partridge Berries, 2 
a | Rattlesnake Plantain, Polypody Fern, green and red sphagnum 
(f(r it ane ‘ 

House plant moss, red-tipped cladonia, British soldier and various other 
ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS,, INC. mosses. Enough material to cover 200 square inches. Poly-packed 

P. O. Bex 537 HD Boynton Beach, Florida | > : , : “ 
| and shipped Postpaid with complete instructions, only $3.50. 
Complete stock of terrariums, terrarium glassware, wardian cases 
and miniature ferns and plants—catalog 10¢. Arthur Eames All- 


grove, Box 305N, North Wilmington, Massachusetts 























BARTLETT 


TREE EXPERTS Genuine Blue Delft 
MILK PITCHER 


“MADE IN OLD HOLLAND" 
Old Dutch Milk Pitcher of Genuine Blue 
Delft, beautifully shaped and hand-painted 
on both sides. Holds a full quart with 
room to spare. For your own table and for 
a truly appreciated gift. $4.25, postpaid. 

Send for Illustrations of our 


PER F ECT GA R D EN LA B EL . P “Made in Old Holland” imports. 
Lead pencil markines permanent 
_ 
Really reliable. Millions in satisfactor) f Dutch Market 
use. Beautiful eray green coior blet 4 
with garden. A style for every pt eens. - U.S. HIGHWAY 31 ept. 
HOW ‘RD HAMMITT HOLLAND, MICH. 


13 Lewis Street Hartford 3, Conn. 
HORTICULTURE 


STAMFORD, CONN. 














Send tor free sample s 





ASP ES PPP 1 NUNES IIE 
KENNEDY KWALITY 
EXHIBITION 


LILY OF THE VALLEY 
FOR 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY FLOWERING 


Our genuine German grown, exhibition quality, 

retarded Lily of the Valley Pips will flower in 18 to 

20 days from time of planting. 18” stems, 13 to 15 

bells, as seen exhibited at International Flower 

Shows. Can be flowered all through the Winter. 
Order now for Christmas Flowering. 


ee 
PARIS ARARAMAMRBWABM 


Case of 50 pips 
Case of 100 pips 


ANDREW R. KENNEDY, In. 
ENE Ready Dec. 1— NAF 
Spring 1960 
° WAIT ‘@ catalog—free on hi 
Hilt ce NT 
DEPT. H, 159 WEST 27th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 1, N. Y. 
ORegon 5-9134 
SRRRRRAAAAIIASIIAIAIZ RRBWBMIMW 
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THE CHRISTMAS ROSE 
(Helleborus Niger) 


THE LENTEN ROSE 
(Helleborus Orientalis Atrorubens) 


Two of the very best varieties of 
the Helleborus family. Strong, three 
year old blooming size plants. 
Either variety $2.00 each, any 3 for 
$5.00. Prepaid. 


The Ideal Gift 


The Christmas Rose is the ideal gift 
to give your friends throughout the 
year, but particularly at Christmas 
time. An attractive gift card will be 
sent to your friends announcing your 
gift and the Christmas Rose will be 
forwarded at the proper planting 
time for the locality. 

Also don’t fail to order some for 
your own garden. Special culture in- 
structions will be sent with shipment. 


CARROLL GARDENS 


Westminster 4, Md. 


Snasnnnnensnnnnnnanannaannnnn: 


COMING 
EVENTS 





| Dec. 3. Boston. Lecture “Present Day Gar- 
dening in Great Britain”, by Mrs. Lucien 
B. Taylor, Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, Horticultural Hall, 8 P.M. 

Dec. 4. Attleboro, Mass. Christmas Tour of 
Homes, Attleboro Garden Club. Maps 
and Information at Florence Sweet Club 
House, Bank & Peck St. Hours 1-5 P.M. 

Dec. 4-6. Richmond, Va. Holiday Flower 
Show, Richmond Council of Garden 
Clubs, The Carillon, Byrd Park 

Dec. 5. Hamilton, Mass. Christmas Tree 
Trail Tour of Homes and Sale of Greens, 
Burnham Hall, Community Garden 
Club of Hamilton and Wenham 

Dec. 7-11. Boston. Christmas Greens Sale, 
N.E. Farm & Garden Ass., Horticul- 
tural Hall, 300 Mass. Ave. 

Dec. 9-12. Philadelphia, Pa. Annual Meet- 
ing. Plant Propagators’ Socicty, Sheraton 

Dec. 12-13. Amarillo, Tex. Christmas 
Flower Show, Amarillo Council of Gar- 
den Clubs, Federated Woman's Club 

Dec. 16. Marblehead, Mass. Sale Holiday 
Greens and Decorations, Arrangers of 
Marblehead, Hobbs Memorial 

Dec. 16 New York. 
Show, Horticultural 
Essex House Ballroom, 157 W. 58th St. 

Dec. 17. New York. Christmas Show, New 
York Botanical Garden Conservatory 

Jan.-Mar. Bay Saint Louis, Miss. Azaleas, 
Magnolias, Dogwoods, Hollies, etc. Dis- 
play, Holly Bluff Gardens 

Jan. 4-6. Kansas City, Mo. 
tion, Western Association of 
men, Hotel Bellerive 

Jan. 5. Boston. 





Christmas Flower 
Society of N.Y., 


Annual Conven- 
Nursery- 


Lecture “Color in Dark 
Africa” by Mrs. Robert W. Higbie, Jr., 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
Horticultural Hall, 8 P.M. 

Jan. 5. Rodanthe, Hatteras Island, 
Old Christmas Celebration 

Jan. 12-15. New York. 
posium, Federated Garden Clubs of 


N.C. 


Flower Show Sym- 














HYPONCS 


Soluble PLANT FOOD Complete 
Grows Better Plants in Soil, Sand or Water 


Preferred by millions of users for over 20 years 
Simply dissolve and water your house plants, gar 
den flowers, vegetables, shrubs and lawn. Clean! 
Odorless'! Feeds instantly. if dealer can't supply, 
send $1 for 10-0z. can, postpaid. Makes 60 gallons 


HYDROPONIC CHEMICAL CO., Copley 21, Ohio, USA 
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N.Y. State. Grace Rainey Rogers Audi- 
torium, Metropolitan Museum of Art 


Men’s Garden Clubs of America 

The first meeting of the 1960 National 
3oard of Directors will be conducted in 
the Commodore Perry Hotel, Toledo, O., 
Jan. 16. Dinner will be enjoyed with the 
Toledo Club the same evening. 


Christmas Program 

Virginia’s two historic shrines in Fairfax 
County, Woodlawn Plantation and Guns- 
ton Hall, will celebrate their annual 
Christmas Carols by Candlelight program, 
from 3-5 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 13. Wood- 
lawn is on U.S. Route 1, three miles west 
of Mount Vernon and seven miles south of 
Alexandria. Gunston Hall is on Route 242, 
five miles south of Woodlawn. For further 
information write: Woodlawn Plantation, 
Mount Vernon, Va. 


The Importance of Packaging 


Experienced purchasers of mail order nursery 


| material have learned over the years that packaging 


is nearly as important as plant quality. In other 
words, they make a dual purchase—the plants and 
the packaging, and it doesn’t make a lick of dif- 
ference how W&ll the plant has been grown if it is 
dreadfully packaged. We will put White Flower 


| Farm plants up against the best in the business, 


feeling sure that on average, the stuff will equal 
or be better than the best. (We don't, incidentally, 
refrigerate plants to extend a shipping season.) 
But so far as packaging is concerned, our methods 
are unique. They are also costly, but except when 


| the Post Office and Express fail us completely, 


the plants arrive, as some of our customers say, 


| “Greenhouse fresh.” Why? 


Well, we use the tried and true packaging pro- 


cedures perfected by English nurseries—practices 


that are actually directed here by Englishmen for- 


| merly employees of a famous English nursery. Each 
plant is separately wrapped, the roots protected 


by just the right amount of spaghnum moss having 
just the right moisture content. They are then 
wrapped so that this moisture cannot encroach upon 
the crown and tops of perennials, for example, and 
cause damage. The tops are then cradled in ex- 
celsior, each plant separated from every other 
plant with more excelsior in the carton—which 
is punched full of holes so that tops can breathe. 
This is a whale of a lot of handwork by trained 
packers—nothing is slung into a plastic bag, or 
otherwise suffocated. As a result, very tender plants 
move to California and arrive—you guessed it, 


“greenhouse fresh.” 


This nursery, which offers one of the largest U.S. 
lists of perennials, bulbs, and flowering trees and 
shrubs, is patronized mostly by experienced gar- 
deners. In this list they find many rare and unusual 
hardy and non-hardy plants—and so will you. 

Our only guarantee is to get premium stock to you 


| in top condition. If Postal or Express service fails, 
| we replace the shipment. 


We do not, however, 
guarantee subsequent growth. That, as anyone 
should know, is the responsibility of the gardener, 
and any such guarantee is nothing but advertising 


| rubbish. 


Our 1960 Plant Book (no colored pictures) will 
be ready for distribution in early January. This 
book, which normaly sells for 50 cents, will be sent 
without charge to any reader who asks for it by 
Janvary 31. Customers receive a new Plant Book 
every year, plus NOTES, a compendium of garden- 
ing data published six times a year. Beginning 
gardeners have found that our simple instructions, as 
well as the cultural data they find in NOTES, make 
gardening easy—far easier, in fact, than from gar- 
den books whose expert authors sometimes tend to 
confuse with their many do’s and don't's. In any 
event, if you'd like to “see us” through our Plant 
Book, we'll be glad to give you a free look for 
awhile. This is our annual public offer, carried only 
in this magazine.—A. Pettingill. 


WHITE FLOWER FARM 
rin Ss &¢ Sf ae 


Litchfield 14, Connecticut 


CATCH THEM ALIVE AND UNHURT! 


Amazing HAVAH ART trap captures raiding rats, rabbits, 
squirrels, skunks, weasels, ete. Takes mink, coons without 
injury. Straying pets, poultry released unhurt. _ Open ends 
give animal confidence Fully guaranteed © jaws or 
springs to break. Rustproof. Sizes for all needs. Send 
for booklet on trapping secrets illustrated by Carl Burger. 
HAVAHART, 172-D Water Street, Ossining, N. Y. 
Please send me FREE new 40-page booklet and price list. 

Name e meabanunisn — 


Address 
605 





heres how to 


ENJOY 


J. F. Micwaynux 


Top photo shows poinsettia three weeks after it has been 
dried off and removed to basement for rest. Stems are 
cut back to third dormant bud in mid-May, when plant is 
brought out into light again. In center photo, plant is 
given fresh garden loam, rich in compost, just before 
placing in garden. Pot is sunk up to its rim in a sunny 
part of the garden. Shoots at right, after six weeks in 
the garden, are six inches long, ready for snipping back 
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LETTY BrRINHART, Hatfield, Mass. 


POINSETTIAS YEAR ‘ROUND 


THE RED POINSETTIA, a native of 
Mexico and Central America where it 
grows 10 to 12 feet tall, was introduced 
into the United States in 1830 by Jole 
R. Poinsett of Charleston, S. «' , then 
United States Minister to Mexico. 

Today there are at least seven varie- 
ties of poinsettias, known as Henrietta 
Ecke, fireball, double red; Albert Ecke, 
red; Indianapolis Red, red; Oak Leaf, 
red; Mrs. Paul Ecke, red; Ecke White, 
white, and Pink, pink. 


The beauty of the poinsettia, of 
course, doesn’t lie in the small incon 
spicuous flowers. Instead, the showy 
parts are the leafy bracts surrounding 
the tiny flowers. If you're fortunate 
enough to receive a poinsettia piant for 
Christmas don’t place it on a corner ta- 
ble with the intention of throwing it out 
as soon as the leaves begin to drop. Put 
it in a sunny window and baby it. Poin- 
settias must go through certain phases 
in their cycle of growth. If these are 
known, there is no reason why you can’t 
enjoy the same plant year after year. 
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It is difficult to think of gardening 
when snow lies deep and the windows 
glisten with frost, but what better way 
can we bridge the gap between fall and 
spring than by cultivating poinsettias in 
our own home? 

Poinsettias purchased for the holiday 
are but a few days from the greenhouse 
and will suffer greatly if similar grow- 
ing conditions aren’t provided. 


Correct temperatures are important 
to their health. A room temperature 
th.t hovers beween 62 and 65° is best 
with relative humidity equally high. 
Temperatures any lower or higher will 
cause leaves to turn yellow and drop. 

By giving the attention they require 
I keep them looking well until about the 
last of February when they enter a dor- 
mant state, or resting period. At that 
time gradually hold back on the water 
up*’! the soil is dry, then remove them 
co the basement where they become dor- 
mant. In just a few weeks the plant is 
fast asleep, and its stalks dried up. 


About the middle of May, I bring the 
plants out again, and snip the dead 
branches back to the third dormant 
bud. I then take them into the garden, 
repot them in good garden loam forti- 
fied with aged cow manure, or compost, 
and sink the pots up to the rim in a 


sunny location. 


Regardless of weather conditions, I 
water them faithfully every morning, 
and in a matter of days, the buds swell 
and burst, for poinsettias grow very rap- 
idly in spring. As growth begins I work 
one tablespoon of a complete fertilizer 
around each plant every three weeks. 

Because it is so important to keep the 
soil around the roots damp at all times, 
mulch them heavily with dried grass 
clippings or other material. This pre 
vents the soil from drying out drastical- 
ly between waterings. 

Poinsettia plants remain quite 
healthy if properly cared for, and grow 
rapidly. If you allow the plant to grow 
as it wishes, there will be few blooms 
and the branches will be long. I like to 


pinch back the first branches as soon as 
they reach six inches. When-the second 
set of branches reach the same height, 
pinch them back also. Then allow the 
plant to develop as it wishes. Two such 
pinchings give well-branched plants that 
are covered with blooms by Christmas. 

Just before frost threatens in late 
September, take up the plants, pot and 
all, and gradually introduce them to the 
indoors. I accomplish this by taking 
them in only for the night the first three 
days. After that, I keep them in longer 
and longer until I do not take them out 
at all. They become acclimated. 

I use a sunny south window for my 
plants, give them plenty of water, and 
maintain high humidity at all times. I 
also continue feeding every three weeks. 

In order to have plants in bloom for 
Christmas, I don’t allow them to set 
buds until about the 10th of October. 
Insufficient sunlight will cause poinset- 
tias to bud far too early. The trick is to 
provide them with plenty of light dur- 
ing the day, though too much light will 
retard budding, so keep them away 
from artificial light during bud and 
flowering time. 

Sometimes the Christmas decor calls 
for cut poinsettias. This can be in bou- 
quets for the holiday table, or the man- 
tel. Ordinarily, you do not see them 
used in arrangements because they wilt 
almost as quickly as they are cut. There 
is a sure way to prevent the flowers from 
wilting if you care to fuss a little. When 
I plan to use them as cut flowers, I snip 
them off at least 24 hours ahead of 
time. The moment I cut one off, I stick 
the cut end through a hole in a large 
circle of heavy cardboard, and immerse 
it for one minute in boiling water. This 
causes the milky sap to coagulate, 
which, in turn, prevents wilt. Poinset- 
tias thus treated will last several days. 

Another way to preserve poinsettias 
as cut flowers is to singe the cut ends 
over an open flame for two seconds, 
then plunge them into cold water. Keep 
such treated flowers in cool water until 
ready for use. :: 


607 





variegated hollies gleam 


VARIEGATED HOLLIES are often ac- 
cused of being less hardy than green 
leaved hollies. This is not exactly true. 
Variegated hollies are handicapped but 
will survive as cold a winter tempera- 
ture as their green leaved counterparts. 
Why are they handicapped? Basical- 
ly it is because they can manufacture 
food only in the green portions of their 
leaves. Thus the green part of the leaf 
must supply the means of the yearly 
growth of the tree and at the same time 
support the variegated portions of the 
leaves as “excess baggage.” Can you 
blame them for growing a little more 
slowly than green leaved hollies? 
Once in a great while an all-white 
leaved sport branch will occur on silver 
variegated English hollies. It is inter- 
esting to realize that these all-white- 
leaved twigs cannot be propagated by 
cuttings or grafts because there is no 
green matter in the leaves whereby 
they can grow or root. They are a pure 
parasite to the tree on which they grow. 


Survival of the fittest is beautifully 
illustrated among the variegated hol- 
lies. Some could not long exist without 
man. Most all the variegated hollies are 
man-made in a \ good many 
originated about a hundred years ago in 
England when various fascinated gar- 
deners hunted the woodlands and es- 
tates to find green leaved wild hollies 
with sport branches that had golden or 
silver variegated leaves. These sports 
were then rooted or grafted and grown 
into specimen trees from which many 
like offspring were taken. The varieties 
which have silver or golden leaf edges 
seem fairly stable. That is to say they 
rarely revert to green leaves upon any 
branch. However the varieties which 
have golden or silver variegations in the 
centers of the leaves are quite the oppo- 
site, being unstable and commonly send- 
ing green leaves among the others. 


sense. 
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Tom Duatusn, Robbinsville, N. J. 


SILVER AND GOLD 


Because green leaves are more effi- 
cient food factories than variegated 
leaves the green-leaved branches grow 
more rapidly and gradually take over. 
Soon the top of the tree becomes entire- 
ly green leaved and the variegated por- 
tion is overshadowed and becomes a 
small part of the bottom. I have several 
around my house that are this way. 
However, if the green branches are cut 
out each year as they appear, the center 
leaf variegated types may be maintained 
almost indefinitely. If you have failed 
in growing them in the past, why not 
give it another try. 

While there is a limit as to how 
much cold variegated English hollies 
can stand there is no doubt but that 
they will survive where winter tempera- 
tures sometimes go to zero or a bit be- 
low. Cold is not their enemy as much as 
drying winter winds and winter sun. 
We have found our best success in 
growing them on the northwest side of 
buildings or of evergreens—locations 
where they receive some late afternoon 
sun in summer but little winter sun. 

Windbreaks are important because 
the northwest side is often windy. 
Where it will attractively fit into the 
landscape we would suggest planting 
evergreens to the windward side of the 
holly. If this is not practical a wind- 
screen may be erected for the winter. 

Well drained soil is importaitt—goil 
good enough and well enough worked 
so that it compares to the soil in your 
vegatable or flower garden. Fertilizer is 
not needed, though a mulch of leaf- 
mold or very old manure is good once a 
year. Water them in dry weather. 

What varieties to buy? I think it is 
primarily a matter of knowing what you 
are buying. You may have in your mind’s 
eye one kind and then get another. 
There are really only four main types— 
those with silver-edged leaves (Ilex aqui- 


folium argentea-marginata), those with 
golden-edged leaves (Ilex aquifolium 
aurea-marginata), those with silver vari- 
gations in the center of the leaves (Ilex 
aquifolium argentea media picta) and 
those with golden variegations in the 
centers of the leaves (Ilex aquifolium 
aurea media picta). Those latin names 
are quite some mouthful to swallow but 
you will need them when you order. In- 
cidentally as you may have gathered 
silver is a happier word for white and 
gold a happier word for yellow in holly 
language. Actually there is a vibrance 
and life in the white and yellow varie- 
gations that really does go above the 
plain descriptions to make the gold and 
silver seem almost true. 

















1. Silvary; 2. Orange Gem; 3. Rederly; 
4. Recurva; 5. Bicolor; 6. Rederly; 7. J. C. 
Van Tol; 8. Royal Red; 9. Painted Lady; 
10. Golden Ferox; 11. Silver Charm; 
12. Green Maid; 12. Ferox; 14. Berigold; 
15. Silver Milkmaid; 16. Silver Weeping; 
17. Golden Queen; 18. Specials; 19. Green 
Plane; 20. Golden Crispa; 21. Wilsoni. 
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these'll twine, 


creep and climb as 


THE ADVENT OF CONTEMPORARY ar- 
chitecture in our homes, with large 
areas of glass, has brought an increas- 
ing interest in flowering vines. No long- 
er are we Satisfied with pots of ivy but 
are looking for attractive colorful climb- 
ers in keeping with the modern trend. 

From the tropical regions of the 
world come many climbing plants that 
will thrive in the high temperatures of 
the house if given sufficient light and 
humidity. Nearly all need a south or 
west window to flower well during the 
short winter days, and frequent syring- 
ing of the foliage to supply the neces- 
sary moisture and humidity. 

One of the most exciting is the red 
passion flower (Passiflora coccinea). 
The amazingly intricate three to four 
inch flowers are enhanced by a striking 
color combination—the sepals are yel 
lowish outside and scarlet within, the 
petals are scarlet and the corona shades 
from deep purple to pink or white at 
the base. Surely a flower arranger’s de- 
light even if they last but a day! The 
foliage is good and the tendrils add a 
note of interest. And most insects are 
not attracted to it—not even red spider! 

Other good passion flowers are the 
hybrid P. alato-caerulea with fragrant 
flowers of pink, blue, white and purple 
and P. coriacea grown chiefly for its 
leathery silver-centered leaves which are 
curiously formed, appearing to be at- 
cross-wise with two lateral 
points. There is also a white flowered 
variety which is more beautiful than 
the most perfect clematis. 


tached 


In a cool sunroom Plumbago capen- 
sis will delight you from late winter to 
fall with phlox-like clusters of flowers 


< Passiflora coccinea 
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HELENE FL ecc, Toronto, Canada 


VINES INDOORS 


of an exquisite azure blue. Easily grown 
and controlled, it is one of the few 
climbers that is rarely without bloom. 
(nother one that prefers to grow cool is 
Solanum jasminoides, a very floriferous 
plant which starts putting on a show 
when quite small. The clusters of twelve 
or more delicate white stars with yel- 
low centers are quite charming. 

Glory Bower vine (Clerodendron 
thomsoniae), known in Jamaica as rice 
and peas because of a fancied resem 
blance to a native dish of rice and kid 
ney beans, is one of the most beautiful 
of the twining plants. Numerous large 
panicles of white calyxes and rich crim- 
son flowers are a striking contrast to the 
unusually dark green foliage. The ca- 
lyxes remain for a long time gradually 
turning pink, then purplish. It is a 
spring and summer bloomer. 

Bougainvillea is so glorious growing 
outdoors in the south, that it is difficult 
to be satisfied with less, but it will 
bloom in the house with a little extra 
care. The flower is inconspicuous, the 
flaming color coming from the. sur- 
rounding bracts. Softer and more adapt- 
able hues are available in the many pleas- 
ing new varieties. 

he brilliant and beautiful flowers of 
the glory lily (Gloriosa rothschildiana ) 
are certain in the spring if the tubers 
are planted as soon as available. Climb 
ing by means of tendrils at the ends of 
the leaves, it reaches 3-5 feet in a re 
markably short time. The buds, several 
in number, open crimson and golden 
yellow, changing to all crimson as they 
age. They make an alluring corsage for 
a special occasion. 

Related to the Dutchman's pipe of our 
gardens is the calico flower (Aristo- 
lochia elegans). The odd blossoms are 


patterned purple and greenish yellow, 
certainly not beautiful but interesting, 
and without the unpleasant odor char- 
acteristic of most members of this fam- 
ily. The leaves are delicate and poised 
on long petioles giving the plant a look 
of elegance and symmetry. 

[The wax plant (Hoya carnosa) is 
familiar to all of us, but seldom is it 
mentioned that the foliage clothes the 
stems to the edge of the pot, and lasts 
and lasts. There are variegated forms. 
\ virtue not found in all climbers, by 
any means, and leggy stems can be an 
unsightly problem. Another species, H. 
bella, is a slender plant, ideally suited 
for hanging baskets. 

Intrigued by a name and an occa- 
sional short glowing account of it, for 
years I have wanted to try the blue dawn 
flower (Pharbitis leari). Only once 
have I found seed listed and in spite of 
a prompt order I didn’t get it—‘“crop 
failed” was the disappointing reply. 
his is the description that leads me on 

—“rapid growing evergreen  twiner, 
somewhat shrubby at the base; flowers 
bright blue produced in great clusters, 
opening successively June to October. 
Beautiful warm greenhouse climber.” 


Some of these less-grown indoor vines 
have special cultural requirements, usu- 
ally not at all difficult but necessary to 
assure success. For the cacti enthusiast 
there is the lemon vine (Pereskia acul- 
eata). This interesting member of the 
forebears of all the cacti family with its 
broad evergreen leaves grows up to ten 
feet in height climbing by means of 
hooked spines. Not easily flowered in 
doors it is indeed a thrill to watch the 
clusters of buds unfold to delicate 
creamy-pink fragrant flowers rather like 


wild roses.- 
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Te Me eee 


The ascending Gothic lines of 
the spire of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church of St. Joseph in 
St. Joseph, Minn., are re- 
peated in the Norway spruce 
featured in the church- 
yard at right. The church, 
constructed by German set- 
tlers in the area more than 
100 years ago, contrasts with 
strikingly modern church 
buildings at nearby St. Johns 
University and Benedictine 
monastery, where the moods 
of old Gothic and modern 
blend in surprising harmony 


St. Croup Visrror 


Joun LinpQuist 


RK. S. Sravin 


One of Mormonism’s 11 temples, the structure above is 
surrounded by spacious grounds and a botanic garden 
made up of plants grown from seeds and cuttings sent 
by Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints mission- 
aries. It is at Mesa, Ariz. There are large reflection pools 
at the north and west ends of the grounds. At right, Uni- 
versity Lutheran Church, in Cambridge, Mass., illustrates 
contemporary landcaping and architecture. A series of 
small gardens with patterned brick walks, a bridge over 
a brook and a shrine are highlights of the grounds of St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church, Barnstable, Mass., at far right 
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foliage and flower in 


CHURCH LANDSCAPING 


NEw CHURCH BUILDINGS _ have 
sprung up in an unprecedented number 
in the past decade in all sections of our 
country. The site selected for such a 
building is usually a dominant one in 
the community. In Colonial days it nor- 
mally faced the common. Today it often 

a street, or of 
may be and fre- 


terminates the vista of 
several streets. Or it 
quently is, on a corner let. 

What are the governing principles 
that face the landscape architect when 
he is called upon to design the setting 
for so impartant a structure? 

[he eternal principles of design as 
embodied in the fine arts must domi- 
nate his thought as he goes about his 
work. Art is based on truth, on merit, 
on skill. It has nothing to do with dates 
or tags. Traditional or contemporary 
architecture modifies the landscape de 
sign to the extent that the grounds be in 
a harmonious relation with the build 
ing, in form, line, and texture. 

If the newly created landscape af- 
fects man, so that his spiritual level is 
saised, a sense of beauty has been de 
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veloped, and the landscape approaches 
a work of art. 

With a particular church and site at 
hand, its special requirements must be 
determined. Is it a downtown or subur- 
ban church? Can a garden or a series of 
gardens be _ incorporated into the 
scheme? How much space can be al- 
located to motor parking, if any? In the 
suburban church the latter is almost as 
much a must today as it was in the 
nineteenth century with the horse and 
carriage shed. 

Is the topography flat, or do the 
grades make for steps in walks, two- 
level access to the building, retaining 
walls or steep slopes? If parking or serv- 
ice roads are needed, can a reasonable 
connection be made with the street sys- 
tem. Does the abutting property com- 
plement the church, or do the boun- 
daries need a softening treatment? All 
these problems must be capable of solu 
tion before thinking about planting. 

There are a number of striking ex 
ample of churches whose sites have 


been landscaped admirably. Among 


xogwanasy 


Vicror Orro, Newburyport, Mass 


these may be noted the National Cathe- 
dral in Washington, D. C., with its 
cloister, garth and gardens, the Little 
Church around the Corner, Grace 
Church, St. Paul’s, Trinity Church, St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, all in Manhattan, 
the Christian Science Mother Church 
with its impressive plaza and Trinity 
Church with its garth, both in Boston. 
With excellent upkeep, all these church 
grounds and gardens have mellowed to 
be a joy to man. 

Whether the architecture is tradi- 
tional or contemporary, the design of 
the planting should emphasize the main 
entrance to the building. In so many of 
the present-day church designs, one 
must look twice to find the main doors. 

The scale of most church buildings 
calls for larger plants than those nor- 
mally used for house planting. In fact, 
the larger mass of trees gives them 
preference over shrubs in the planting 
scheme. Shade trees strategically lo- 
cated about the building, make inex- 
pensive air conditioners. Select trees 
fairly free of litter dropping, whose 
shade is not too dense and with good 
winter character. 

In the temperate zone, for the urban 
church there is a limited list of trees 
that will withstand the ravages of soot, 
smoke, smog and limited root space. 
This ironclad list includes such trees as 
the London planetree, the European 
linden, the ginkgo, Sophora japonica 
and ailanthus. For the suburban site 
the tree gamut broadens and many of 
the flowering trees are included. 

Maintenance becomes important. 
Wise selection of plants can minimize 
maintenance. Avoid such rampant grow- 
ing shrubs as mock orange, which, when 
it needs pruning, is more likely than 
not subjected to a hair-cut. Rather use 
the slower growers and those with good 
winter habit. This would include forms 
of taxus, cotoneaster and evergreens. 


see page 624 
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there are many ways 
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TO SAY MERRY CHRISTMAS 











Generevux Puotos 


QLD og 
- ae tA 
ia. 


A portfolio of drawings of varied Christmas decorations were sketched 
by Lucy Ellen Merrill, of Newbury, Mass., in the '60’s and were used 
by the Historical Society of Newbury as the basis for Victorian period 
arrangements set up in the Society's 100-year-old headquarters . : : ; 
Even Christmas trees can be 
traditional or modern these 
days—above, tree arranged 
by Greater Lynn, Mass., 
Garden Club. The doorway 
arrangement’ in the top 
photo is by Mrs. Helen Van 
Pelt Wilson, Westport, Conn. 


Materials in the Merrill arrangements were mostly of 
red cedar, though ground pine also was tastefully 
employed. Livingroom arrangements in top photo, 
window alcove above and entry-way, in photo right 


HORTICULTURE 





Clean, flowing lines characterize the contemporary 
touch in Christmas arrangements as in architecture 
and other fields. Sometimes this means a boldness 
which is angular, even awkward, as in the tree 
above, by the Marblehead, Mass., Arrangers, but 
it also can have the soft delicacy of Japanese in- 
spired arrangement, as in the Madonna at far right, 
which like the austerely simple one at right was 
done by the Hamilton-Wenham, Mass., Garden Club 


December 1959 


Modern Christmas trees can have 
traditional feeling, like the one 
at left attached to a frontdoor in 
an arrangement by the Marblehead 
Arrangers. The tree, composed from 
separated balsam-fir branches, was 
wired to a frame and the frame 
in turn attached to the door panel 


Balsam-fir, red cedar, drift- 
wood and southern magno- 
lia complete this provoca- 
tively different Christmas tree 
by Mrs. M. B. Barstow, of 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 





Barsara S. Lownes, Providence, R. I. 
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CONCLUSION 


On Juarez Day we headed for Jala- 
pa, keeping our cameras near as we 
watched the famous mountains, Ixtaci- 
huatl (the Sleeping Lady) and Popo- 
catepetl grow larger. There were so 
many intriguing wild flowers along the 
way that Mr. Clark took over the mi- 
crophone, keeping us informed as we 
traveled. We prevailed on the driver to 
stop once for tree-sized, flowering yuc- 
ca, with yellow shrubby Senecio salig- 
nis in the background and maguey used 
as a boundary line. That, and organ 
cactus, we found used frequently as 
fencing. Pink thistle, blue lupin, Mexi 
can hawthorn, Agave stricta, and the 
parasitic paintbrush (Castilleja angusti- 
folia) all flashed by us, with occasional 
glimpses of bromelias clinging to trees. 

On Palm Sunday we 
our only rain in Fortin de las 
but we managed to see unusual plant 
ings at the Posada Lomas motel: the 
striking lobster claw (Heliconia humi- 
lis), the pink shaving brush tree ( Bom- 
bax grandiflora), a pink flowered orna- 
mental banana, many orchids. When 
the sun emerged we swam in the gar- 
denia covered pool with a view of Mt. 
Orizaba, the highest mountain. Later 
we walked up a drive of royal palms at 
Ruiz Galindo’s hacienda, noting clumps 
of Mexican shrimp plant (Beloperone 
guttata) and velvet plant (Gynura 
aurantica) with its dandelion-like flow- 
er. Near the gates we passed orange 
thunbergia (T. alata) and its larger 
blue flowered relative (T. grandiflora.) 


encountered 
Flores 


Journeying across the Desert of Te 
huacan was again a wild-flower lover's 
delight: palo loco (Senecio praecox), 
maguey and prickly pear all with yel- 
low blossoms, enormous yuccas, pepper 
trees and more Australian pine that 
seems to thrive in arid wastes. Orna- 
mental kale used in the formal beds at 
the Escuela Ninos Heroes de Chapulte- 
pec in Puebla intrigued us, as did the 
view of the mountains Popo and Ma- 
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gardens 


and wild flowers 


linche from the roof-tops, lined with 
colorful windowboxes. Edging the drive 
at our Puebla hotel was another stand 
of scarlet colorin, effective against a 
eucalyptus background. 

On our way to Cuernavaca we were 
on the reverse side of the mountains, 
with fields of maguey contour planted, 
wild senecio and blue lupins. Where 
we had lunch at Las Mananitas Res- 
taurant there was a yellow allamanda, 
cup of gold (Solandra nitida) with its 
leathery turned under petals, royal 
poinciana and an African tulip tree 
(Spathodea campanulata)—unexpect- 
ed dividends in the heart of the city. 

Dr. Saturnino Guzman’s ranch was 
our first stop next morning, where we 
climbed up through a rock garden with 
a startling orange-flowered bush Cordia 
sebestema, a rose plumeria, and a sand- 
paper vine (Petrea volubilis) with pur- 
ple star clusters hanging on the house. 
\ gorgeous pink pui tree (Tabebuia 
pallida) stood below us. Then _ the 
C. H. E. Phillips’ white tropical house 
with red-tiled roof, which was a perfect 
foil for jacaranda, bougainvillea, alla- 
manda and flame vines. A stand of ba- 
nanas accented one corner. 


Double red poinsettias greeted us at 
the Arturo Carrillo Gils, with Euphor- 
bia splendens bedded underneath. Red 
pagoda plant (Clerodendrum squama- 
tum) formed a winding border. The 
Carrillos went in especially for unusual 
trees: a bottle brush (Callistemon lan- 
ceolatus), a potato tree with its fading 
blue flowers and a dazzling white bau- 
hinia. Out of the sun we sipped cooling 
drinks beside a recessed bank of foliage. 


We were sure we had found Mrs. 
Walter Purple’s garden in Cuernavaca 
when we spotted an African tulip tree 
in full bloom over a wall. Here we saw 
a banana bud and tiny cream-colored 
flowers inside bougainvillea bracts. 


A short but thrilling ride over moun- 
tain roads brought us to Taxco in late 


afternoon, where we stayed at the Ho- 
tel de la Borda with an ever-changing 
view of that charming city on the hills. 

On the road from Ixtapan with a 
backdrop of still snow-capped Nevada 
de Toluca, we passed many a field with 
a typical three-man agricultural opera- 
tion: One dug the hole, one dropped 
in seed, and the third stamped dirt over 
it. Along the way: wild scarlet bouvar- 
dia (B. ternifolia), lavender tree dah- 
lia (Dahlia excelsa), as well as lion’s 
tail (Leonotis nepetaefolia) both in 
dried form and with orange flower 
heads at leaf axils on tall green stalks 
and bright yellow, large cluster-flowered 
Tecoma stans velutina. 


The San Jose Purua hotel was built 
on a cliff-side, with a waterfall tum- 
bling down behind the swimming pool. 
Natural scenery was enhanced by 
palms, tropical vines and unusual 
shrubs. We saw Erythrina crista galli 
in soft pink, a large clump of Jacobi- 
nia magnifica and over-head downy 
silk cotton tree (Ceiba pentandra) pods. 

We visited our last two gardens in 
San Miguel de Allende. At Sterling 
Dickinson's, which was a typical man’s 
garden, there were interesting native 
orchids. The home of the Harry Mohl- 
mans, built on several levels, vibrated 
with color from jacaranda, bougainvil- 
lea, pink and bright red _ poinsettias, 
with a mouth-watering vegetable gar- 
den below. There were flower arrange- 
ments in all rooms of the house. 


If we had to wind up the trip there 
couldn’t have been a more charming 
place than San Miguel in which to do 
it. Our hotel was on the zocalo itself: 
a restful place where we could sit sort- 
ing our impressions, complete with 
clipped laurel trees, a tall monkey tree 
(Araucaria araucana) in the center, 
across from the spires of a pink cathe- 
dral—cobbled stoned streets leading to 
high walled gardens that were no long- 
er a mystery but a vivid memory. 
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berried branches bring 


Patrick SAntin, Walpole, Mass. 


CHRISTMAS CHEER 


THE BEAUTIFUL ATMOSPHERE of 
Christmas is not created by chance, 
but by shrewd and careful planning. 
Manv artificial materials are manufac- 
tured for the season’s decorations, but, 
without natural berries, pods, flowers, 
leaves and other parts of plants much 
of the delightful atmosphere would be 
gone from this joyous day. 


The gathering of berries must be 
done before killing frosts arrive, which 
seem early, though many berries 
are eaten by birds, while others turn 
black if frozen. Berries of black-alder 
(Ilex verticillata) if frozen, will drop 


may 


because frost damages the tiny abscis- 
sion layer which holds the berry. 

Black-alder or winterberry, which is 
commonly used at Christmas time, 
grows in swampy or marshy areas. 
Since the sexes are separate, the male 
and female flowers appear on separate 
plants. Only female plants berry. 

Cut off twigs, 12 to 18 inches long, 
well laden with berries. The leaves will 
be attached, but they will drop off 
while the red berries remain in a firm, 
solid condition, if the branches are 
wrapped in newspaper and kept con- 
stantly moist. Thus handled the leaves 


drop off and the berries remain at- 
tached to the branches. Taken out of the 
wrapping in early December, the ber- 
ries will be in excellent condition. 
Bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica), is 
handled in a similar manner, but keep 
it dry instead of moist so the leaves will 
dry and drop off. Bayberry is tied into 
small bundles, wrapped in newspapers or 
burlap and. stored in a cool room or 
cellar. Branches may also be tied into 
small bunches and hung upside down 
to dry. Under these conditions, the ber- 
ries stay attached and do not lose their 
whitish color, but the leaves dry out, 
shrivel and drop off. A little trimming 
of excess wood makes them ready. 
Dried flowers and _ berries 
combined with evergreens, such as bal 
sam fir, spruce and Japanese yews. Cut 
just prior to the time they are needed so 
the needles will stay on the twigs. Trim 
ming of evergreens for Christmas ma- 
terial does not injure the plants unless 
the cutting is so heavy as to leave holes. 


may be 
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results will be 


airy and modern 
with potted 


OuR AFFECTION for flowering plants is 
natural. Their flowers satisfy our crea 
tive instinct, and their gay colors 
brighten our homes. But foliage plants 
are also satisfying, and almost necessary 
as accent in groups of other plants, or 
for growing where the sun is insuff- 
cient for most bloomers. The trick here 
is to hunt out the unusual, the plant 
with foliage so appealingly different it 
catches the eye. The aralia family 
promising one to get acquainted with. 

Colloquially, the name aralia has 
been tacked onto a number of lacy 
looking tropical shrubs which make de 
lightful pot plants while they're young. 
Correctly, the name belongs to 4 large 
plant family which includes, among 
other genera, the ivies. And most potted 
aralias will turn out to be, upon refer 
ence to a botanical authority, more ac- 
curately but tongue-twistingly named 
dizygotheca or polyscias. Personally, | 
think the plants are so much prettier 
than their proper names, they're still 
aralias to me. 


is a 


Array 


ARALIAS 


Indoors, these plants grow like small 
shrubs, with leathery leaves usually 
quite finely cut so that the over-all] ef- 
fect is airy—often ethereal. Many vari- 
eties have the delightful habit of send- 
ing out small new, lacy green shoots up 
and down the stem or trunk. By pro- 
viding extra humidity in the house 

which you probably do anyway, if you 

grow anything more tender than a wax 
begonia) you can count on the leaves 
keeping fresh and green the year ‘round. 
Setting the pots on a tray of wet peb- 
bles is usually adequate. 

Any light, loamy soil is to the aralias’ 
liking—and it should be kept moist, but 
not wet, at all times. They also like the 
warmth of modern homes, and some 
sun, but not necessarily the brightest. 

My pleasant association with these 
plants began when a friend presented 
me a cutting marked Polyscias filicifolia. 
I loved the leaves—fern-like, but more 
sturdy; palm-like, but more lacy; deli- 
cate and drooping, but not tender. The 
cutting quickly rooted in a tent of 


AvuTnor’s Puoto 


of aralias—eye-catching foliage with restful appeal: front row, Polyscias 


guilfoylei victoriae, Panax quinquefolium, and Polyscias filicifolia; back row, a new 
polyscias species, Dizygotheca elegantissima and Polyscias balfouriana marginata 
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kitchen plastic, and within a month was 
sending up new growth in my window 
garden. Even now, a year later, it has 
outgrown neither its space nor its pot, 
and its fresh green is most restful 
among more flamboyant neighbors. 

As always, one acquaintance in a 
new plant family led me to closer ac- 
quaintance with its relatives. A cutting 
labeled Panax quinquefolium was next. 
These leaves are not so deeply cut, but 
more like an undulating oak leaf. The 
plant is equally sturdy and strong, yet 
slow-growing, a pleasant personality to 
live with. I’ve tried to track down its 
correct name and I think (I’m not sure ) 
it’s really Panax quinquefolium, the 
old-fashioned American ginseng. But 
I'm not cutting up its roots to test for 
medicinal value. 

For a change of pace, Polyscias bal- 
fouriana marginata was next. Its round 
leaves are hardly lobed at all, but strik- 
ingly edged and marked with white. 
For the combination of both laciness 
and variegation, I later located Polyscias 
guilfoylei victoriae; but I will admit 
that it has proved more fussy and fin- 
icky than the others. With too much 
sun, it burns and crisps its leaves; with 
too little, it loses its variegation. Right 
now, it seems fairly happy in our east 
window. 

Perhaps my piece de resistance is 
Dizygotheca elegantissima, called false 
aralia. For graceful contours, nothing 
equals it. The iridescent rust-brown, 
leathery leaves are slim and long, but 
abundant and artistically arranged as 
if radiating out from an axil. So far, it’s 
satisfied with the growing conditions | 
am able to provide. 

There are several more aralias I want 
to find, before I finish. Polyscias fruti- 
cosa elegans, in pictures, has leaves like 
parsley, but so much more elegant. An- 
other intriguing temptation is Tetra- 
panax papyriferum, the rice paper plant 
from China. This is a small tree with 
large lobed leaves similar to its relative, 
the fatsia, and stems filled with white 
pith which is used in making paper. 
The young leaves are also fuzzy with 
white down. 


next issue: FOLIAGE TRAILERS 
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Checklist of 1959's 
50 BEST GARDEN BOOKS 





EDITOR’S NOTE 


Knowing that garden books are 
among the best Christmas gifts for 
gardeners, the editors of Hortt- 
cutture and the librarian of the 
Massachusetts Horticultural So- 
ciety have selected, from among 
the more than 100 reviewed dur- 
ing the year, this list of the 50 
best garden books published dur- 
ing the past 12 months—25 listed 
this month and 25 last month. 
Other book news is carried on 
pages 622 and 625. An order blank 
appears below for your conven- 
ience. 





ARRANGEMENTS 


26. FLoweR ARRANGING FoR Fun by 


Hazel Peckinpaugh Dunlop. 119 pp 
$4.95. 
Che importance of design for both freer 


and more creative work is emphasized and 

the elements of design, explained. 

27. Tue Art oF Drytnc PLANTS AND 
Frowers by Mabel Squires. 258 pp 
$4.50. 

Drving plant materials and arranging 
them are thoroughly covered. 


ROSES 

28. THe Compete Book oF Roses 
by F. F. Rockwell and Esther C. 
Grayson. 332 pp $5.95. 

Not only complete, the book is under- 
standable to the beginning gardener or 
rose enthusiast and at the same time in- 
teresting to the long time fancier. 

29. A TreasuRY OF ROSE ARRANGE 
MENTS AND Recipes by Julia 
Clements. 86 pp $3.50. 

An intriguing presentation of the aes 
thetic and gustative uses of roses by onc 
steeped in the subject. 


GOURMET GARDENS 
3(). GARDENING FoR GourMETs by Ruth 
1. Matson. 262 pp $3.95. 

Vegetable garden planning and care, 
as well as 50 recipes based on garden pro 
duce are included. 

31. Smatt Fruits For Your Homr 
GarDEN by J. Harold Clarke. 372 pp 
$4.95. 

Small fruits are discussed, not only for 
their contribution to the menu, but for 
their use in home landscaping. 
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32, Herss, How to Grow THEM AND 
How To Use Tuem by Helen Noyes 
Webster. 204 pp $3.50. 

A revision of a basic work, with a chap- 
ter on the fragrant and bitter herbs of the 
Bible added. 

33. Common EprsteE MusHrooms by 
Clyde M. Christensen. 124 pp $3.50. 

{ revised edition, it is a handy guide 
for the gourmet who favors mushrooms. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
34, Tue Prant Sitter by Gene Zion. 
32 pp $2.50. 
A story for the six-to-eight-year-olds, 
about a little boy who looked after the 
neighbor’s plants. Illustrated. 


35. SeEeps AND More Szeps by-Millicent | 


E. Selsam 60 pp $1.95. 
For the beginning reader, about how 
seeds grow and what seeds are. Illustrated. 


NATURALIST ADVENTURES 
36. Livinc Insects oF THE Wor Lp by 
Alexander B. and Elsie B. Klots. 304 
pp $9.95. 
Beautifully illustrated 
color). Includes both the 
garden and of the wilds. 
37. ADVENTURES IN Nature by Edwin 
Way Teale. 304 pp $4. 
\ distinguished naturalist and writer 
tells a series of natural adventure stories, 
full of life and vitality. 


38. 


(152 in full 
insects of the 


{0MANCE IN THE GARDEN by John 
H. Tobe. 368 pp $5. 

A compendium of delightfully written 
gardening columns. 


Horticulture’s Book Dept. DC 
300 Mass. Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


Please send books circled to me. 


PERENNIALS, BULBS 


39, Darropiis, OutTpoors anp IN by 
Carey E. Quinn. 204 pp $4.50. 


The complete story of the growing and 
uses of daffodils written by an authority. 


40. Rock Garpen P tants by Doretta 


Klaber. 173 pp $3.95. 


A landscape architect and horticulturist 
speaks with authority on rock garden 
plants. 

41. Preonies, OuTpDooRS AND IN by Arno 
and Irene Nehrling. 256 pp $5.95. 

The only American book on one of the 
country’s most popular and beautiful flow- 
ers, the peony, it is a must for every 
perennial lover and peony fancier. 129 
illustrations, 11 in full color. 
CHRYSANTHE- 
194 pp 


42. ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
muMS by Monica Bennett. 
$5.95. 

An encyclopedia of chrysanthemums di- 
rected to the beginner in this popular field. 


GREENHOUSES, ORCHIDS 


43. How to Make Money FROM Your 
Home GREENHOUSE by Peggie 
Schulz. 324 pp $5.95. 

Tells not only what to grow profitably, 
but how to manage a greenhouse eco- 
nomically. 


44, Orcuips For HomME AND GREEN- 
HOUSE by T. A. Fennell, Jr. 160 pp 
$3.95. 


A revision of an already popluar book, 
which covers its field in simple language, 
understandable to the beginner. 

see page 622 


Order 
Books 
by Number 


Please send books circled direct to my friends whose 
addresses are attached to this order blank. 
1 Check or (1 money order enclosed. Books sent postage free. 
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Rea y A ll ccihite Garden , ee 


Your friends will enjoy this holiday gift, high in utility, high in 
readability, high in beauty . . . and they'll receive it all year long. 


LET SANTA SAY Merry ee 


WITH A PERSONALIZED SUBSCRIPTION GIFT 


A special personalized gift card, which we will sign for you as you 7 > ; 
direct, will be sent to each of your gift subscriptions. Just fill out "a a > 
and mail the convenient order blanks on the opposite page, and ( : — 

ift iptions to HORTICULTURE will b thei ’ ; , 
your gift subscriptions to will be on their way rw. 


ONE YEA R of enjoyable reading about the hobby closest to their hearts 
— gardening. Informative articles (over 600 pages) on all phases of gardening, hundreds 


of photographs, scores in FULL NATURAL COLOR. 


HORTICULTURE is a constant reminder of your thoughtfulness and 
friendship; a gift that lasts long after the ordinary ones are worn out 


or forgotten. 


ey h/ Shop from your easy chair. Avoid the crowded shopping conditions 
and parking problems. Put HORTICULTURE at the top of your gift 


shopping list—for friends and relatives. SS. ree 
HORTICULTURE 


sevice) Authense: Garden Maga une 





There is no better, no more inexpensive, a “a 
no more intelligent way to wish your HORTICULTU 
friends Merry Christmas than with a 
gift subscription to HORTICULTURE... 
The “Green Thumbers’” Companion .. . 
America’s Authentic Garden Magazine. 





Order Your Christmas 
Gift Subscriptions Today ! 


Fill in the order blank on opposite page 

and mail today. Please print complete 

names and addresses. Use separate 

sheet if ycu need additional space. You may renew 
or enter your own subscription at these money saving 
rates if you wish. 
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ONE-YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


HORTICULTURE ; 


America’s Authentic Garden Magazine 


This great gardener’s magazine, so full of 
color, so full of good gardening sense, will i 





give your friends 365 days of delightful 


enjoyment. i 


THE PERFECT PERSONALIZED CHRISTMAS GIFT bs 
FOR— 


e YOUR FAMILY 





e@ YOUR FRIENDS 


e YOUR ASSOCIATES 


e YOUR DOCTOR 


‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
t 
‘ 
f 


e YOUR HOST 





oe ANNIVERSARIES is 
‘ 


oe BIRTHDAYS 


. 
HORTICULTURE & 


i. 
s 





Many of your friends and relatives on your gift-shopping list are js 
interested in gardening because it is one of America's greatest pastime 
hobbies. To such friends and relatives what better gift could you pos- is 
sibly give than a subscription to HORTICULTURE? > 


And how inexpensive! Your first one-year subscription costs $4.00, 
your second one-year subscription costs $3.00 and each additional 
one-year subscription costs you only $2.00. Imagine, all of your gift 
subscriptions after the second gift for only half price! We'll send your 


friends an attractive gift card announcing your gift of HORTICULTURE 





as coming from you. 


FIRST GIFT SUBSCRIPTION $4.00 
SECOND SUBSCRIPTION $3.00 


ADDITIONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS $2.00 


HORTICULTURE 


300 MASSACHUSETTS AVE. BOSTON 15, MASS. 
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my own personal 
subscription along 
with this order 


} 


Total Amount Enclosed $..... 





chats about 
THESE MAKE G 


Yes, I Know there is no such thing as a 
universally successful choice in gift books. 
The book must be suited to the recipient 
as carefully as a hat or a hair-do. The lit- 
erature of gardening is not limited to prac 
tical advice, and since the “practical” 
books are amply presented in other 
columns, I am suggesting here a few that 
ypen up new paths to be explored. Perhaps 
they will prove to fit some need or interest 
for this gift-giving season. 

Aru THE PLANTS oF THE BrsLe by 
Winifred Walker ($4.95) gives in history 
and tradition an account of more than 100 
plants, with handsome full-page illustra- 
tions in black and white by a skilled 
botanical artist. There-is a wealth of in- 
formation here, and the book itself is beau- 
tifully designed. 


nl 


a) 


Books reviewed on these pages may be 
ordered from Horticutture’s Book Dept., 
300 Mass. Avenue, Boston 15, Mass. 


New York Wildlings 

{ Natrurat History or New York 
Crry by lohn Kieran. Houghton Mifflin, 
toston. 428 pp $5.75. 

When you think of wild life in New 
York City, it’s scarcely plants, birds and 
little furry creatures that come to mind, 
vet this is the subject—the beautifully and 
sensitively dealt with 
erudite volume by John Kieran, the sports 
columnist and radio quiz show star. The 
reader will learn to his surprise about 
the many ferns, flowering plants, shrubs 
and trees that can be found in Gotham. It 
also lists an amazing number of birds. The 
book conveys more than exact information, 
it communicates the enthusiasm and quiet 
philosophy of the dedicated naturalist. 


subject—of an 


Flower Show Aid 


EXHIBITORS AND JupGES HANDBOOK. 
Ohio Association of Garden Clubs, Inc. 
136 pp. $2.50. 

This handbook was developed and de- 
signed to be useful to all flower show 
participants—exhibitors, judges and view 
ers alike, to enable each participant to ob 
tain the fullest possible value from a show 
It represents thoroughly tested and suc 
cessful rules and practices used over the 
years in garden club flower shows. ALN. 


622 


nooks 
JOD GIFTS 


same can be said for GARDEN 
Spice AND Wiip Pot-Herss by Walter 
C. Muenscher and Myron A. Rice 
$5.75). Many people who grow herbs 
are students of the history and romance 
of their favorites as well as of culture and 
garden uses. All these are combined in 
this book. There are striking wood-cut il- 
lustrations, including a unique double- 
page spread of drawings of seeds. 

The weather is the daily controller of 
our activities and even of our dress. Shall 
we take raincoats? Can we get the trans 
planting done? Will the plane be ground- 
ed? There is a constant pageant in the sky 
which we all watch but few learn to in- 
terpret. UNDERSTANDING THE WEATHER 
by T. Morris Longstreth ($2.50) is a 
simple little handbook, easy to follow and 





The 


Study of Genetics 

BLAKESLEE: THE Genus Datura by 
Amos G. Avery, Sophie Satina, Jacob 
tietsema. Ronald Press, New York, N. Y. 
289 pp $8.75. 

Not only does this book honor the mem- 
ory of the late Albert F. Blakeslee, who 
died in 1954 at the age of 80, but it puts 
forward, for the seriously interested, much 
of the fundamental theory of modern 
plant genetics, to which Prof. Blakeslec 
contributed so much, and gives a thorough 
picture of the species which make up the 
genus Datura, with much fascinating his- 
tory of the narcotic uses of this easily hy- 
bridized plant. 283 illustrations. 


Agriculture Yearbook 


Foop, THE YEARBOOK OF AGRICULTURI 
1959. United States Department of Ag 
riculture, Washington, D. C. 736 pp. 
Distributed through members of the 
Congress or for sale from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Washington 
25, BD. C. $2.25. 

A complete story of food from the 
farmer to the consumer including farm 
and marketing practices and grading as 
they affect its quality and cost. A story of 
nutrition specifying needs at various age 
levels with comments about food fads, 
health trends and habits, as well as weight 
control. Information about freezing, can- 
ning, storing and cooking food to con- 
serve its nutritive values with some sim- 
ple recipes. A guide to good nital planning 
and eating for better health, the informa- 
tion should teach people how to eat bet- 
ter and cheaper. Our future food supply 
needs include feeding 6,280 million. I.N. 


well illustrated. Gardeners, who are so 
dependent on the weather, should surely 
know at least the ABC of weather lore. 

Before many months, spring will make 
its first budding in the far South, and 
the north-south journeying will begin 
again. If this is an annual trek, its fresh- 
ness dulled by repetition, a new interest 
could take away the monotony. In Nort 
WITH THE SPRING ($5.00) Edwin Way 
Teale has put down “a naturalist’s record 
of a 17,000-mile journey with the North- 
American spring”. One could use it as a 
guide book chapter by chapter and day 
by day, or sit at home and enjoy his lively 
writing and fine photographs. 

Well-grown house plants give twice the 
pleasure when they are set effectively 
about the rooms. To do this calls for 
skill. Toe CompLete Book oF FLOWERS 
AND PLANTS FOR INTERIOR DECORATION 
by Esther Wheeler and Anabel Lasker 
($7.95) is full of the most varied ideas, 
covering all kinds of decorative settings 
and social occasions. It is well supplied 
with photographs and sketches. 

—Dorothy S. Manks, librarian, 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society 


50 BEST BOOKS 


from page 619 
45. Orourmeas pE Mexico by Norman 
Pelham Wright. 105 pp $10. 
With English-Spanish text and 40 full 
color illustrations, it fills a need of the 
student of Mexican wild orchids. 


CAMELLIAS 
46. CAMELLIA CuLtTuRE edited by E. C. 
Tourje. 484 pp $11.50. 
A work by a group of authors, all au- 
thorities, which fully covers its field. 


TREES, LANDSCAPING 


47. Easy Ways to a Beautirut Gar- 

DEN by Ruth Gannon. 165 pp $5. 
Stresses the importance of planning to 
the beautiful and colorful garden. 

48. 1001 Questions ANSWERED ABOUT 
Trees by Rutherford Platt. 318 pp 
$6. 

A quick reference to a wide variety of 
facts about trees and tree products. 


WATER GARDEN, HAWAII 


49. GaRDEN Ponps, FisH AND Foun- 
Trains by A. Laurence Wells, 192 pp 
$1.75. 

Covers everything in the water garden 
from plants to aquatic insects and fish. A 
revision of an earlier work. 

50. Hawau Briossoms by Dorothy and 
Bob Hargreaves. 62 pp $2. 

A colorful guide to the tropical flowers 
and flowering trees of the Fiftieth state. 


Garden Calendar 
HoME AND GARDEN CALENDAR 1960. 
Hearthside Press, New York, N. Y. $1. 
Contains black and white illustrations 
of flower arrangements, with one for every 
week of the year. 
see page 625 
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CO and SOIT 


Lf 
AHC Awards 


At the .American Horticultural Con- 
gress meeting in Rochester, N. Y., October 
9, awards were bestowed on Eugene S. 
Boerner, Newark, N. Y.; Henry J. Kohan- 
kie, Painesville, Ohio; Fred F. Rockwell, 
Orleans, Mass.; Thomas P. Reilly, Dans- 
ville, N. Y., and John Nash Ott, Win- 
netka, Ill. Each person had made out- 
standing contributions to horticulture 
which in the eyes of the A. H. C. merited 
recognition. The second Liberty Hyde 
Bailey Medal Award was conferred on 
Benjamin Yoe Morrison, Pass Christian, 
Miss., while the first F. A. Bartlett Medal 
Award was given Bernard H. Slavin, 
Rochester, N. Y. The award is made for 
outstanding work with ornamental trees. 


New Movie 

A new how-to-do-it movie, in sound and 
full color, on how to arrange flowers in 
your home, is available from N.Y. State 
College of Agriculture at Corriéll Univer- 
sity. The film runs for about 25 minutes 
showing simple step-by-step procedures. It 
is available for schools, clubs and com- 
munity organizations. For further informa- 
tion write: Film Library, Roberts Hall, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. 


Sterling Bowl Winners 
Winner of the 4th Annual Sterling Bowl 


Tournament held in Jackson & Perkins | 


tose Garden, Newark, N.Y., was Mrs. T. 
Bromley Flood, No. Wales, Pa. 5th An- 
nual Tournament will be June 21-22. 





Mrs. E. Pace ALLINSON, Secretary 


Christmas Show 

Dec. 7 thru 11 Seed and Weed 
Garden Club in charge, with members 
of the society cooperating. 

December finds us busy getting 
ready for Christmas. Be sure to take 
time to come to the Christmas Show 
in the rooms. This show promises to 
be exceptionally good, full of ideas 
(for you) to take home. Exhibit and 
help others to get ideas for their 
Christmas decorations. A small sample 
of the Christmas Show will be on ex- 
hibit at 1627 Walnut Street in the 
Penn Federal Savings and Loan win- 
dow from Nov. 23 to Dee. 7. 


Garden Clubs 


Do you realize that members of 
some of our local clubs belong 100% 
to The Pennsylvania Horticultural So- 
ciety? Is yours one? 


Meeting Rooms 

The rooms of the Society are avail- 
able for meetings. Be sure to clear 
with Mrs. Semple if you would like to 
take advantage of this convenience. 


International Pen Pal 
The desire to exchange information 
among gardeners is_ international. 





The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 


389 Suburban Station Building, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Mr. Georce R. Crark, President 


Dr. J. FRANKLIN STYER, Treasurer 


From New Zealand comes this letter to 
the Society: 


26/9/59 
Dear Secretary: 


I am wondering whether you could 
find me a Pen friend among the mem- 
bers of your Society. I would like to 
compare notes with someone of like 
interests in your district. I am a mem- 
ber of our North Taranaki Institute of 
Horticulture. We have similar pro- 
grams to yours in visiting gardens and 
hearing speakers on various subjects. 
I have read of your Society in the 
American Horticulture which I see oc- 
casionally from the library of our 
Floral Art Group. We have had our 
local show this week and I was success- 
ful in winning some prizes for cut- 
flowers, mostly shrubs. It is late spring 
here now and the daffodils are almost 
finished but it has been very dry and 
unusually early. 


Hoping someone will write. 
(Signed ) 
(Mrs.) Ida W. Hynes 
5 Beach Street 
Fitzroy, New Plymouth 
New Zealand 
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The Massachusetts 


Horticultural Society 
HORTICULTURAL HALL 
300 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boston, Massachusetts 


GLOBAL TOUR FOR 
ARMCHAIR GARDENERS 


1959-60 WINTER SERIES 
OF ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
All Lectures at Horticultural Hall 


Present Day Gardening in Great Britain, 
Mrs. Lucien B. Taylor, Dover, Mass. 
Thursday, December 3 

Color in Dark Africa, Mrs. Robert W. 
Higbie, Jr., Manchester, Vermont 
Tuesday, January 5 

Lighting For Indvor Plant Growth, R. L. 
Zahour, Bloomfield, New Jersey 
Tuesday, January 19 

Our National Parks, Conrad L. Wirth, 
Washington, D. C. 

Thursday, February 4 

How To Put More Color In Your Garden, 
Paul Frese, Brooklyn, New York 
Tuesday, February 16 


All lectures will start at 8 P.M. at 
Horticultural Hall 
Free to Members and One Guest 
(Membership Certificate Required) 
Others 75¢ each Lecture 


























MICHIGAN 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


206 City Hall 
DETROIT 26, MICHIGAN 
W Oodward 3-2252 


THERE IS STILL TIME 
TO GIVE 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT 

MEMBERSHIP 
Single $5 e Dual (Man and Wife) $7 
Sustaining $10 
INCLUDING 12 SPLENDID ISSUES OF 
HORTICULTURE MAGAZINE 


“WINTER GREEN” — Dec. 8 to 13, 
1959, at the Detroit Historical Mu- 
seum Woodward and Kirby Avenues 
also 
Garden Center Christmas 
Greens Workshop 
Mrs. Jack Leresvre, Chairman 


Detroit 


Mid-Winter Dinner Meeting of the 
Society Monday, January 11, 1960, 
6 p.m. Program at Old Mariners 
Church, Detroit. 

Reservations with check for $3 made 
payable to Michigan Horticultural 
Society by January 1. 

Mrs. Ltoyp HuGues 
Executive Secretary 


1960 SPRING FLOWER SHOW 


West Eight-Mile Armory 
February 27-March 6 


Ad mission By Membership Card 
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Walpole 


» 


Need space to store garden tools, 
bicycles, outdoor furniture? 
Need a little workshop, play 
space for kids — or a guest house? 
Then a Walpole Small Building, 
prefabricated to save you time, 


Church Landscaping 
from page 613 


Break up any somber effects with 
flowering shrubs, such as_ azaleas, 
chaenomeles, spinosissima rose and 
floribunda rose and kolkwitzias. 

Church garden perennials should be 


which do not need resetting too often. 
Peonies, candytuft, Christmas roses, 
yuccas and lilies are in order here. Pro- 
vide seats in the garden for contempla- 
tion and for rest. 

Turf is an essential component of 
the landscape. Do not stint on the depth 
of topsoil in which the grass is to grow. 
It needs a minimum of six inches. 
Steep banks and limited shady places 
are best treated to ground covers like 
pachysandra, vinca or honeysuckle. 

Window boxes are best planted with 
suitable evergreens for year-around ef- 
fect. Bulbs may be interplanted, in sea- 





of good foliage after bloom, and species | 





Delight the Kids at Christmas with 


“MY OWN ROCK GARDEN” 


A miniature INDOOR GARDEN that really 
grows in a few days. Children plant, landscape, and 
care for it. Includes 10” x 13” tray, “‘Magic Soil,” 
grass, vegetable seeds, plant food, figurines, and 
instructions 

$3 ppd., $3.25 W. of Miss. (Sorry No C.O.D.) 


KIDDIES’ GARDENS, Dept. H-12 
P.O. Box 82, Gedney Sta., White Plains, N. Y. 











FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 


FOR PLEASURE—please your friends 
and family with professional corsages, 
arrangements and floral designs. 

OR PROFIT—Prepare for tremendous 
money-making opportunities in the Floral 
Field full or part time. Or start your 
own profitable business. 

Study and earn your diploma at home. 

Write today for FREE Book 
“Opportunities in Floristry.” 
National Floral Institute 
11826 San Vincente Boulevard 
Studio HO-129 Los Angeles 49, California 





fuss and money is for you. Nine 
sizes and styles to choose from. 
Come see them at our display 
grounds—or write Dept. H for free 
tllustrated catalog and prices 


WALPOLE 
WOODWORKERS 


Cedar Fences, small buildings, rustic furniture 
WALPOLE, MASS. - 767 EAST ST., RTE. 27 “Le , 
Telephone MONTROSE 8.2800 China’s Flowers 
WILMINGTON, MASS. - 234 LOWELL ST, Tue GarpeNn FLowers oF Cuina by H. 
(RTE. 129) Telephone OLIVER 8-3373 L. Li. Ronald Press, N.Y. 240 pp. 
EAST LONGMEADOW, MASS, $6.50 
395 SHAKER RD. - Tel. LAUREL 5-3349 Legend, history and horticulture are 
er artnny oye oy Her charmingly blended in Dr. I i's book on the 
: garden flowers of the land of b‘s birth. Of 
special interest are chapters on peony, 
chrysanthemum, apricot and peach, lotus, 
camellia, lily, magnolia, wisteria and roses 
of China. The book is richly illustrated with 
black and- white reproductions of ancient 
Chinese drawings and paintings. 


son, with annual plants. 
Give me thy vineyard that I may 
have it for a garden of herbs. 
I Kings 21:2. :: 


LISSA ALAAAAAAAAAVS 


ALUMINUM GREENHOUSES 


Send for Your Free Catalog and Price List 
on Residential Greenhouses. Write to: 


STEARNS GREENHOUSES 


98 Taylor St., Neponset, Boston 22, Mass. 
SALSA ALAATLAAASSSAAASBBBBMBE 


New Books 


from page 622 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 


389 Suburban Station Building 











1617 Pennsylvania Boulevard 
Philadelphia 3, Penna. 


Vines in the Garden 
LANDSCAPING Witu Vines by Frances 

Howard. Macmillan Co., N.Y. 230 pp. 

$6.50. 

Descriptions of the vines of 112 genera, 
with their care and uses are included in 
this book. It also features hardiness listings 
for all the various zones of the U.S. and 
Canada. The writer is from California. 


The question is solved for 
those who are wondering 
what to get that “‘special 
friend’’ for a Christmas 
gift: — 


STURDI-BUILT GREENHOUSES 


For Christmas give the NEW “SUN-GLORY” prefab 
complete to ground greenhouse! Newest style! Built-in 
benches. Lifetime Redwood! Hailproof. Needs no 
Base. No shading. 2 houses for the price of one! 
Prices start at only $199 freight prepaid. 


A Year's membership in The 

= = 

see page 639 Pennsylvania Horticultural So 

ciety, a gift that will be 
Send for Color Catalog . 

STURDI-BUILT MFG. CO., Dept. H 


11304 S. W. Boones Ferry Road 
Portiand 19, Oregon 


: , enjoyed throughout the year, 
Camellia Tops Goldenrod . _ 
; sent by the office with a 
Montgomery, Ala. (UPI). The camellia ‘ 
has officially ousted the golden rod as Ala- 
bama’s state flower. 
Governor John Patterson recently signed 
a bill making the switch. Camellia fanciers 
had demanded it on the grounds that the 
golden rod was brought in by the Yankees 
during the Civil War and in addition 
caused hay fever. (Quoted in The Camellia 
Review ). 


special Christmas greeting. 








Send name and check for 
$8.00 and the office will do 
the rest. 


TREE WORK 


PRUNING REMOVAL 
BIG TREE MOVING 
Satisfactory work at a reasonable cost 


WHITE & FRANKE, INC. 


AS 7-4204-4205 Brookline, Mass. 


Telephone LOcust 3-8352 
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garden catalog ‘bests 


TAUBERT 


December 1959 


MAIL ORDER.. CLOSE 
AS YOUR POST BOX 


mail order advances 


through better and 


more scientific 


Mail order’s revolution has brought the quality 
materials and variety of the garden catalog to 
your front door—and in the same good condition 
that they left the supplier’s nursery. Part of the 
reason is new materials and methods for shipping, 
illustrated above. The top photo shows a varied 
shipment of perennials, some, like the peonies 
and iris at top, are merely tied firmly, then 
packed in the well ventilated excelsior and 
spaced-board box. Pachysandra is wrapped in 
foil, peat pot and all, then boxed; delphinium, 
center, on side, is held in place by cardboard 
tabs to prevent shifting in the box, while phiox 
is enclosed in polyethylene and Helleborus ori- 
entalis is balled in polyethylene. 


packaging and delivery 


Photo below shows Viburnum caricephalum butt- 
wrapped in its carton, at top. The roots are 
liberally coated with damp peat, then wrapped 
in burlap. The long box is packed with excelsior 
to avoid branch breakage, a shipping method 
utilized for all brittle branched shrubs. Roses are 
packed bare-rooted in boxes lined with poly- 
ethylene, upper right. Shrubs with long, spread- 
ing root systems, below left, are packed in 
crinkly Kraft paper, with inner lining of moisture 
retaining plastic. Roots are covered with shingle 
shavings for protection, the branches with ex- 
celsior. Plants with flexible roots and flexible 
branches are wrapped in black plastic water- 
proofed paper, as shown at lower right. 
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CLOSE AS YOUR POST BOX 


\ MAIL ORDER NURSERY is as close to 
you as your mailbox when you order 
seeds, bulbs or nursery stock from cata- 
logs. And a continuing revolution in 
shipping methods and materials is bring 
ing the varied and top quality mail or 
der plants to your doorstep in as good 
condition as those purchased only a few 
blocks distant. 

Chis is why there interest in 
garden catalogs with each passing year. 
When you order your catalogs—and 
you'll find listing of the best and most 
pages—be sure 
name and 
written, 


is more 


attractive ones on these 
you include your complete 
address and that it is legibly 
or printed. 


rhe brilliant colors of many nursery 


Roses 


ANNOUNCING 


@he 
— Noew 


1960 
“Roses of Nesterday 
and @5oday” 


OPEN ITS COVER and step into 
fashioned 


world of old 
roses moss roses, 
damasks, the bourbons, 
many your grandmother grew 
Some are even deep-rooted in 
pagan romance. ROSES OF YESTER 
DAY AND Topay informs and en 
tertains by exquisite description 
and charming photograph 
than 200 antique, rare and select 
ed modern roses. 40 not in previ- 
ous editions. No other half-dollar 
you spend will give you so many 
hours of America's 
best-loved rose catalog Enclose 
a $1 bill for 2—-thrill a 
friend with the extra copy! 


Stil 50¢ tpaid 
Deductible from 
order 


(illotson’s Roses 


WATSONVILLE, CALIF. 


a new 
gallicas 
musks, 


more 


pleasure as 





FREE COLOR CATALOG 
Plan now to add charm to pone garden for 
1960. Our Sub-Zero Roses will stand tempera- 
tures to 15° below zero. Send for your Free 
Catalog today. 


Originator of the Famous Sub Zero Roses 


BROWNELL ROSES 
Box H LITTLE COMPTON, R. L. 
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catalogs don’t belie the hues to be ex- 
pected in flower and foliage, they only 
emphasize their importance in planning 
your garden. That point is important. 
\ clear concept of what you'll need in 
trees, shrubs, perennials and seeds is 
necessary before ordering. 

Impulse buying as you page through 
the catalogs is understandable, but be 
sure you have definite idea of how much 
garden space is available and an equally 
exact idea of the ultimate size of the 
perennials and annuals selected. 

The nurseryman is relying on you to 
buy what you need in plants suitable for 
your conditions. Before ordering, study 
the catalogs at hand carefully. Go over 
the plant descriptions critically. Deter 


P 2D oregon ROSES 
Write for FREE Color Catalog 
of Famous P«D Introductions 

including latest GOLD MEDAL 

and SWEEPSTAKE WINNERS 

PETERSON & DERING 
Rose Growers 

Box 475-H, Scappoose, Oregon 


GROWERS OF 
OREGON'S FINEST ROSES 
y, 


(ACS CW ALY NURSERIES 
; = 


2935 S.W. 234th Ave. Dept. H 
ROSE BEAVERTON, OREGON 


CATALOG 





Vines 


CATALOG FREE 


Describes, tlustrates in full color many 
beautiful varieties. Special offer: one 
plant each of red-, white-, and blue- 
flowering varieties all 3 postpaid at 
best fall planting time, only $5.38. Write 


JAMES |. GEORGE & SON, INC. FAIRPORT 5i2, N. Y. 


Fruits 


Free ‘seo CATALOG 


Illustrates, describes best varieties for table, 
freezing, market. Full planting, culture diree- 
tions Lists money-saving prices on special home 
garden collections giving full-season production 
Alse: 
Grapes, Fruit, Nut, Shade Trees, Ornamentals, etc. 
WRITE TODAY FOR YOUR FREE COPY ~ 
RAYNER BROS., INC. Salisbury 43, Md. 





Water Plants 


WATER LILIES 


FREE CATALOGUE 


Building & Planting Instructions 
VAN NESS WATER GARDENS 
Closed Sundays — 2460 N. Euclid Avenue 
UPLAND, CALIFORNIA 


Pool 


mine whether the price quoted includes 
shipping charges. If not these must be 
added to the cost of the plants. 

Special offers have their value. The 
price per plant is lower, and the com- 
binations are often better matched than 
those you would make yourself. 

In studying the catalogs, be sure to 
discern the attitude in each regarding 
replacements and refunds. 

Important also is the naming of 
plants. Botanical names are essential to 
be sure of what you are getting. Com 
mon names are important but they vary 
so greatly from section to section that 
they mean little. A sugar maple, Ace: 
saccharum, in one place may be known 
as a rock maple, in another as hard 
maple, in a third, red maple and so on. 

he botanical name Acer saccharum, 
is the same in every state and 
You should strive to recognize 


-wever, 
country. 


Trees and Shrubs 


different 
catalog 


because it’s really 
helpful... 


Edition Limited 
so order your copy 
NOW 


Send 10° extra 


(25¢ west of the Rockies) 


Valuable climate chart shows hardiness of 1000 
trees, shrubs, evergreens, fruits, hardy perennials. 
Complete descriptions with soil data, blooming time, 
planting instructions, etc. 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Dept. H-1, Highiands, N. J. 


Dwarf Fruit Trees 


garden, require little 
space, full size fruit, bear early, 2nd 
or 3rd year. DWARF PEACH, AP 
PLE, PEAR: New North Star Dwarf 
CHERRY. Also new grapes, nut trees 
berries. Guaranteed stock. Catalog free 


J. E. MILLER NURSERIES 
909 W. Lake Road Canandaigua, N. Y 


20 MILLION 


TREES A YEAR ! 


Evergreen Seedlings — Transplants. 
Fruit and Shade Trees — Shrubs and 
Rhododendrons 


Free oie Tree Growers’ Guide 


eke 4. aaeissee BOX 8-L LOCC UCeae 
HORTICULTURE 


Ideal for home 


Free 





the botanical names of your favorites. 
Mail order is the only way to get 
many plants. Members of the National 
Mail Order Nurserymen’s Association, a 
group of responsible nurserymen banded 
together to maintain ethical standards, 
have had a large part in distributing 
some of the finest plants grown. 
Within reason, plants should be or- 
dered in larger sizes. Rooted cuttings 
and immature seedlings often have a 
difficult time becoming established. As 
plants become older, they're better able 
to withstand adverse conditions and to 
become acclimated more quickly. If the 
budget is limited, it’s wiser to order 





Send for illustrated book on 


RHODODENDRONS'! 
and 
EXBURY AZALEAS 


Named Varieties Selected Seedlings 
Describing over 250 varieties, plus complete culturs al 
notes and reference material. Se nd 25e (in coin) for 
postage and handling 


BRYDON’'S, 415-D So. High St., Salem, Ore. 














House Plants 


FREE CATALOG 


on Gloxinias and African Violets 


My most colorful yet! Features my newest Hybrid 
Gloxinias, also over 200 varieties of African 
Violets. Tubers, plants, seeds, leaves, soil, books, 
special offers all described in your free copy. 
Write today! 


Albert H. Buell, dept. H-912, Eastford, Conn. 





See ds 





Newest introductions from 


FAR-NORTH MINNESOTA 


New vegetables, flowers, 
hardy fruits and 
nursery stock 
Send for big, colorful 


FREE CATALOG 


FARMER SEED & NURSERY 
19 N.E. 14th, Faribault, Minn. 


fewer plants and have them of size to 
make an immediate showing. 

If the catalog doesn’t list sizes, select 
perennials that are specified as two years 
or older. Deciduous trees and shrubs 
should be old enough to have grown 
out of their juvenile condition and be- 
gin to assume the characteristics by 
which they are identified. Such plants 


Fleshy rooted trees and shrubs, such 
as magnolia, tulip tree and Chinese em- 
press tree, should be ordered only in the 
spring. At that time they travel in good 
condition even shipped bare rooted. 

Evergreens, especially the needle 
types, grow slowly when young. A four- 
year-old spruce may not be more than 
eight inches tall, so nothing more imma- 
ture than a four-year-old conifer should 








Write today for free illustrated book—cultural 
directions, pronouncing index, germination table. 
3000 varieties—old and new. Many rare kinds. 
Yours for the asking. Send a postcord <t 


Geo. W. Park Seed Co., G 











New Flowers 
illustrated 


Unusual Flowers from Far Places, Illustrated 
and interestingly described. Catalog of 
Seeds-Bulbs-Plants, on request, Dept. VB. 








| 
} 
PEARCE SEED CO. “ao/igeuy™ | 


NEW JERSEY 
December 1959 


grow rapidly, so a two or three year 


specimen may be large enough. 


GARDEN CATALOG ‘BESTS’ 


be ordered unless you 


want quantity 


America’s Leading Burpee 


SEED 
CATALOG 


This magnificentnew 1960 edition, 
printed by new processes, pre- 
sents the nation’s favorite flowers 
and vegetables with greater fidel- 
ity than ever before, with many 
more pictures in natural color. 


When gardeners see this hand- 
some book it will take many more 
than the 3,000,000 copies of former 
editions to supply the demand. 
Reserve yours today! 


Most Popular Garden 
Book Ever Published 


SPECIAL 


GET ACQUAINTED OFFER 


A Whole Gardenful of 


New and Better Flowers 
SAVE *1.00! 


7 Kinds—All Easy to Grow 


Burpee’s Climax Giant Hybrid Marigolds Amaz- 
ing new creations making marigolds the most favored 
of all garden flowers! Huge, intensely double, up to5 
in. across. Brilliant mixed colors. 3 ft. tall. Pkt. 50 
Curlilocks Extra Early Asters Sititinonerente 
winning great popularity in modern gardens for t 
old-time favorite. Large, fluffy ostrich plume flowers 
on longerect stems. Richnewcolors, mixed. Pkt.25¢ 
Burpee Giant Gloriosa Daisies A new family of 
flowers! Spectacular daisies up to 7 in. across, in 
splendrous yellow, mahogany and gold. Pkt. 25¢ 
Burpee Crown Jewels Petunias Clearer and 
brighter colors, entirely distinct. Spicy fragrance. 
Have hybrid vigor, bloom more, and longer. Pkt. 25¢ 
Magic Carpet Double Portulaca Pert little double 
‘roses”’ in clear radiant colors, on creeping a 
4 to 6 in. tall. Revel in hot sunny spots. 
Burpee Giant Ruffled Snapdragons ote 
plants, sturdier spikes, bigger flowers, handsomely 
ruffied, most popular. Gorgeous colors. Pkt. 
Bu 
loveliest ever created, most ao 
time! Glorious hues, ——a ors. 
Immense, over 5 in. across. = i 


All 7 Packets of Seeds 
$200 Value for only 


Greatest Seed Offer Ever Made 
by Burpee 
ORDER TODAY 
USE COUPON 


—_—. — — 2 tite 
ee Hybrid Giant Zinnias Graceful, fluffy, rh ¥: ATLEE BURPEE CO., Burpee 


Gorgeous 

New Flower Sensations 
Again there’s big news from Burpee’s 
Floradale Farms where new flowers are 
created! Led bythe SupremeF; Hybrid 
Snapdragons with flowers so double 
and closely set they completely hide 
the stems, there are more Hybrid Zin- 
nias, Hybrid Marigolds, Petunias, 
Asters, Phlox. And all your favorites, 


New Hybrid Vegetables 
Burpee Hybrids make this catalog in- 
dispensable for gardeners. Like Big 
Boy Tomato, they all produce bigger 
yields, better quality, are so delicious 
you'll never again do without them. 

Don’t Delay — Write Today ! 
To wait may be too late; be sure you 

get the first edition. It’s a pleasure to 

read — your reliable guide to a better 
garden. Send couponor letter today. 


Leper trellis | 





32, Pa. or Clinton, iowa or Riverside, Calif. ] 
[ ss Burpee’s colorful new 1960 Seed 
and Bulb Catalog, FREE and postpaid. 
Send Greatest Seed Offer ever made by Burpee, 
7 New and Better Flowers (950) I 
All 7 Packets, $2.00 value for $1.00. Enclosed is $1.00. 1 
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CLOSE AS YOUR POST BOX 


willing to expect a 19 or 20 
percent loss. Larger conifers shouldn't 
be purchased without a firm ball of soil 
around the roots. Such plants are speci 
fied as B & B (balled and burlapped ) 
Anything four years old will survive 
shipping bare rooted if it is properly 
packaged. Many nurseries are now en 
casing such plants in polyethylene to 
reduce moisture during transit. 

Broadleafed evergreens, such as rho- 
dodendron, mountain laurel, andromeda 
and azalea produce a compact fibrous 
root system that makes shipping simple 
if the container prevents moisture loss. 


and are 


loss 


Nursery Stock 





SENSATIONAL 
‘Butterfly”’ 
GLADIOLUS 


Beautiful new strain of Glads 
with spectacular coloring 
ARES. Toll, creamy white with 
scarlet blotch. $2.00 per doz. 
$14.00 per 100. 
ATTICA. lovely pink with yel 
low blotch, $2.50 per dox.; 
$17.00 per 100. 
ELF. Beautiful salmon with yellow lower petals. 
$3.00 per dox.; $20. 00 per 100. 
FEMINA. Attractive th red and cream 
blotch. $2.50 per des. ; $17. 00 per 100. 
GYPSY LOVE. Gorgeous pure orange red 
throughout. $2.50 per doz.; $17 per 100. 
ICE FOLLIES. Sensational pure white exhibition, 
voriety. $2.75 per doz.; $18 per 100 
PECOS BILL. Very pretty cream with lower petals 
yellow. $2.50 per doz.; $17 per 100. 
VIVALDI. Prize-winning orange red with dork 
blotch on lower petals. $2.50 per doz.; 
$17.00 per 100 


COLL. A 9% rach of shove $19.50 
COLL. B 7% seth of sbove $32.00 
All Shipments Postpaid 
1960 Spring Catalog, 68 pages, full color, of Seeds 

Bulbs, Plants—free with each order 


PHONE; BARCLAY 7-6138 


inet A tod 


ruse Fano 
92 CHAMBERS. ris NEW YORK. “TN. Y 





FREES stern’s 1960 
Spring Catalog 


New ideas for 
your garden 


Dept. 141, Geneva, N. Y. 


NEW ENGLAND'S LARGEST 


TREE PEONY 


COLLECTION 
For FREE Catalog write 


Marinus Vander Pol 


Route 6, Fairhaven 5, Mass. 
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During the last 10 years many im- 
provements and ingenious developments 
in packaging have appeared with the re- 
sult that plants properly packed now ar- 
rive in good condition. Plants grown in 
fiber pots are shipped, pot and all, in a 
specially designed carton that holds the 
pot and soil firmly in place no matter 
how roughly the carton is handled. 
Sometimes the potted plant is placed in a 
polyethylene bag with a flexible metal 
band twisted tightly around the plastic 
just above the pot, hold the soil in 
place and at the same time leave the 
foliage surrounded with polyethylene 





The 
finest 
new 
shrub 
in 
50 
years 

* 

Fragrant 

Snowball! 


VIBURNUM 
Caricephaium 


Wayside’s catalog offers 


New VIBURNUM, Carlcephalum 


256 A modern and very fragrant version of the 


What ‘Webster's Unabridged’ 
Wayside’s Catalog is to gardening! This new, 
page Spring Catalog is the most complete, the 
comprehensive, 
horticulture ever published 
range and quality of its selections 
its wealth of gardening ideas and information . 
equaled for its 1800 ‘'Pedigreed 
stunning roses, exotic lilies 


experts and packed with the greatest of care. 

you receive a Wayside shipment, you get more 
plants 
first day of planting and for years to come. 


WES Rie lc 


Most Popular Gardening 
Catalog in America 


FREES... 


merica's Largest Direct-To-You Nurseries 


84 colorful pages. Thousands of 
items and collections. 1960 
SPRING CATALOG features 
NEW All-America selections. 
Many premiums and gardening tips. 
Send postcard today 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 
1529€ Street, Hamburg, lowa 


is to dictionaries, 


most 
the most colorful treasury of modern 
It is unequaled for the 
. unequaled for 


plants, new shrubs, 
rare bulbs and flowering 
trees. You simply cannot find as many fine subjects in 
any other catalog! You can be sure that every Wayside 
subject is grown under constant supervision, tested by 
When 

than 
. you get pure gardening ple asure from the 


Joun LinpgQuist 
Tree peony with its special shipping carton 


so much! 


ever-popular Snowball. Winner of highest 

honors at famous Royal Horticultural 

Show in London. Large, 6” clusters of 

fragrant white flowers bloom lavishly on 

graceful G ft. plants. The foliage of this 

handsome shrub is brilliant in the fall 
SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 

To get your eopy of the most complete 

garden catalog ever compiled, please en 

close $1.00 usth your request to cover 

postage and handling costs of this heavy 

256 page garden book. This is more than a 

catalog. It's a handy refer 

ence guide, full of help 

ful cultural directions, to 

be kept in your library 

jor constant reference. 


PW gelclaRy 





New Wildflower Catalog 


Write for Putney 


Vv 


Nursery's new Spring catalog 
hardy Wildflowers, Trees, 
1960 catalog mailed 


Ve specialize in native, 
Shrubs, Perennials and Herbs 
in January 


Hardy” 


“Grown in Vermont, It 
PUTNEY NURSERY, INC. 


Putney, Box 112H ° Vermont 








PLEASE MENTION 
Horticulture 
WHEN PATRONIZING 
OUR ADVERTISERS 











HORTICULTURE 





but not encased in it. But if the foliage More seeds than plants are pur- There has been progress, too, in seed 
is tender, another band of flexible wire chased each year. And this is important packaging. Many of the more easily 
closes the top of the plastic bag over the because annuals and vegetables are ma- crushed seed are pelletized or mailed in 
plant to assure travel without drying. jor features of the home garden. To sim- special packages. Smaller seeds are put 
A combination of heavy corrugated plify the choice in these ever changing in smaller inner envelopes so they aren't 
paper and polyethylene makes shipment 8Toups, test gardens of new varieties are _lost in the seed package recesses. 
of large balled and burlapped evergreens ™aintained in all sections of the country Mail order bulbs have the advantage 
simple. A polyethylene sheet is placed with careful judging of the results. Se- of being shipped direct to you, not of 
over the burlap thus reducing moisture lection of the best permits the home drying out in retail displays or storage 
loss from the soil ball. Such.a plant is gardener to know just what he can ex- rooms. Shipment cartons for bulbs have 
placed in a special carton in which the _ pect from All-America Selections seed. een improved to prevent damage. 


ball is held firmly in place. 

Many nurserymen spray foliage of 
evergreens with synthetic latex before . - 
digging. This prevents excessive mois- GARDEN CATALOG BESTS 
ture loss and continues to benefit the 
plant after it has been set in the ground. 





NEW CATALOG READY if 
Over 100 pages (many in color) showing the finest 
Why Be Content With Once Bloomers? pay eg ics sg tg oy igen ong 
YOU NEED THE COLORFUL NEW our FREE Garden Landscape Plan. Write: 

P. de JAGER & SONS, INC. 


TWO-SEASON | e i 5 SOUTH HAMILTON 77, MASSACHUSETTS 


Bulbs 














Bloom heavily in the spring and then : poe emt ecm an 
again in the summer, fall or winter, . 
depending on ‘he variety. I have the world’s . Finer 
only large collection of these double-duty ‘ ras saP ach saan 
Iris, including over 100 varieties in every fen i : , R 

’ . When lant Scheepers’ Superior 
color of the rainbow. f OA: Quality ene tatheast Teme” English Holly Ideal for Christmas 
‘i Send for color illustrated Catalogs, M : t 
YOU NEED MY EXCITING NEW yr a Beauty from Bulbs.” Send it to friends as gifts and use it for your own home 
Z z 5 h Sch | ecorating. Oregon holly is tops in quality! Long branches 
IRIS COLOR GUIDEBOOK j hy, John jeepers, Inc. carefully selected for perfection, filled with bright scarlet 
‘ " N Y), Flower Bulb Specialists berries. Shipped freshly cut, treated so berries and leaves 
With Many Helpful Features: 2 37 Woll Street, New York 5, N.Y. willnot drop during holidays. 
. Exclusive full-color photos of 22 varieties ° 
= 7 . ‘ coneto : acked in gift 

of reblooming Iris, including 6 kinds of 7 No. 1 box 20 aon ~— Prsnco0 
Summer Bloomers, 9 of Autumn No. 2 box 24x 10x 4%........... avobes 3.95 
Bloomers and 7 of Winter Bloomers. No. 3 box 30 x 12 x GYe... wc eee eeees +» 7.00 

World’s only color plates of reblooming Sample Box $1.50 

s! , 

a rire . eee) Send for illustrated folder 
eo 4 so see irs snowing oO -cok 

photos of were ae spooned Iris, N. VAN HEVELINGEN, Growers 

SPOONED PREM ; the very first 8 
. 7 ss x - 
lacy horned Iris, HORNED LACE; and ae. PORTLAND 13, OREGON 


the one everyone has been waiting for, 


the first pink horned Iris, PINK 
UNICORN. ; : ; 
Just imagine: 800 varieties, nearly 100 Oo y 


color plates, 20 types and races 























. Helpful Guides to the selection of varie- 
ties by color, season of bloom and — FREE BOOKLET AND LIST ~— 
height. Complete alphabetical index. _ oa ' 
= = = =" Don't Delay — Mail COUPON Today *"= === ie ; 
bays . EARLE DILATUSH—Robbinsville 3,N.J. 
RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS saat 
Dept. H-12, Placerville, Calif. 
I enclose 25¢ (coin or stamps) for gorgeous 1960 
IRIS COLOR GUIDEBOOK, as soon as ready, and 


also free Certificate good for expensive new Iris with 
my first order for Iris 

















Greenhouses 
CHOOSE REDFERN’S 


It’s Bolly Time Again INSULATED 


Pride of Oregon Brand 


English Holly GREENHOUSE 


POOP LOLOL IO: Glossy, Green Leaves with : 
+ Bright Scarlet Berries Heat savings alone with exclusive Twin- 
Glas repay the few extra dollars it costs! 
@ For your Home Decorations Select from many sizes. Famous original 
@ For your Gift Packages Redfern Climate-Control greenhouses 
@ For your Christmas Dinner Table are built right. aeeween by putty of 
- = yreenhouse Engineers. 
@AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT Priced from $192.80. 


Gute: Gusts etait ted Special freight allow- 
a ance. Read this FREE 


Print Name 


St. or RFD 





ag City eee State 
ted ee ee | | 





POOL: 


Send for our Christmas Gift Folder listing 
Oregon grown HOLLY and other EVER- 
GREENS, PLANTS and BULBS suitable 
as wy for ut pee mong —— All a Packed in Cart Cunaoses | GREENHOUSE 
trated in natural colors. Your copy will be BOOK | 

»efore you buy 


sent immediately upon request. 35 to 40 Sprays $3.75 70 to 80 Sprays $6.50 | any make 
PREPAID ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES 


‘4 

g 

& j odaum - Write today to Dept. H 
| Walter Ware Gardens T. Y. SMITH Hon. Pita GREENHOUSES 


% BOX 38-H12 BORING, OREGON Box 415-H, Rte. 2, Troutdale, Oregon Santa Cruz, California 
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add a new dimension— 


Lap Curak, St. Louis, Mo. 


TERRARIUM GARDENS 


\ GREAT VARIETY of odd or decorative 
glass enclosures can be used for terra 
rium gardening. Gardening in glass is 
not a new fad—it has been in existence 
for more than a century. It started when 
commercial growers and botanical gar- 
dens shipped delicate plants on long 
voyages in glass covered containers. 

Any clear glass container can be 
used, including a brandy snifter, though 
some will pose problems in planting, es- 
pecially if the neck opening is too small. 
The most convenient container is an 
ordinary aquarium of five-gallon capac 
ity, but the smaller drum-shaped aqua- 
riums available in any pet shop or de 
partment store are ideal. Glass candy 
jars and small fish bowls are recom 
mended for children to start them in this 


r 


Pear-shaped terrarium above includes holly- 
leaved osmanthus (O. ilicifolius) and 
strawberry begonia ( Saxifraga sarmentosa ) 
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educational pastime. Partridge berry 
bowls, fully planted, can be purchased 
for Christmas gifts. 

After choosing a container, place a 
layer of gravel on the bottom, distribute 
a handful of charcoal on top to keep the 
soil sweet and add soil, usually to a 
depth of two or three inches, depending 
upon the size of the container and 
plants to be used. A mixture of one part 
good garden soil, one part well rotted 
leafmold and one part of sand makes a 
good medium for almost any plant. If 
desert plants are to be used, add more 
sand. If you plan a woodland garden, 
include more leafmold or humus. The 
soil should be slightly moist when 
placed in the container. Soil packed 
against the glass sides is perhaps too 
drab. To remedy this condition first 
press slabs of moss against the glass, 
then add soil behind. 

The simplest bowl can be planted 
only with club moss _ (Selaginella 
browni) for effect. However, a little 
planning will add immeasurably to an 
artistic glass garden depicting a natural 
woodland scene, a tropical jungle or a 
bit of Mexican desert. 

It is important to select plants in 
miniature size or those that are slow in 
growth. Otherwise, the glass garden will 
soon be filled and the plants will push 
their way out. For a woodland scene, se 
lect a number of items from the woods 
such as tiny ferns, various mosses, run- 
ning pine (Lycopodium clavatum) and 
tree seedlings. Add a few small moss or 
lichen covered rocks for landscape. 

For an ambitious jungle garden, visit 
the greenhouses in your neighborhood 
and secure brightly colored exotics such 
as fittonia, Hemigraphis colorata, ma- 
ranta, coleus, acalypha and pilea. To 
this, add maidenhair fern, holly fern 
(Cyrtomium falcatum) and the mosses 
and liverworts that grow under green- 
house benches. These will lend a bright 


green airy color to the glass garden in 
contrast with the variegated and many- 
hued foliage of the plants previously 
listed. There is no end to the material 
which can be used. Begonias are excel- 
lent, too, and will flower generously. 
Years ago it was thought that desert 
plants would not live in glass gardens 
simply because of the high humidity. It 
is true the procedure has to be modified. 
In fact, the name desertarium was 
coined for these glass gardens contain- 
ing only cacti and succulents. Most of 
the cacti are slow growing and will live 
indefinitely. Feature a number of rocks 
against which cacti and succulents can 
be planted to simulate the buttes and 
rocky hills of their native habitat. Study 
some of the desert illustrations for ideas 
for your miniature desert-scape. 
Once the garden is completed and 
the glass sides cleaned, moisten the soil 
and place a glass lid on top of the open- 
ing. By regulating the glass lid you can 
create weather conditions in the bowl. 
Moisture will collect on the sides and 
lid and fall or trickle down on the 
plants and soil like refreshing rain. 
When the terrarium “sweats” too much, 
lift off or tilt the lid for ventilation until 
it clears inside. In case of overdamp soil 
keep the lid off until it dries somewhat. 
Normally the lid on a desertarium 
should not fit snugly over the opening. 
Leave an inch of space open at all 
times. On very hot summer days an oc- 
casional “sweat” will prove beneficial. 
If you learn to regulate the weather 
conditions in a terrarium there will be 
additional watering for 


no need for 
many months to come. : 


Grown in the brandy snifter, right, are: 
ground pine (Lycopodium obscurum ), rat- 
tlesnake plantain (Epipactis pubescens), 
partridge berry ( Mitchella repens), winter- 
green (Gaultheria procumbens), Hepatica 
americana, pic-a-back (Tolmiea menziesi ) 
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bring color into 


your winter windows 


with varied 


WINDOW GARDENERS and house plant 
fanciers have an ever increasing choice 
of plants. Some are new varieties, oth- 
ers, old timers being re-popularized. 
Some wild forms are just being intro- 
duced as is the case of a number of the 
begonias. Many plants have been in 
conservatories for years but since there 
was no demand for them they were not 
produced commercially. Only recently 
mass production and modern merchan- 
dizing through cash and carry stores 
have made them available to the gen- 
eral public. 

Popular plants today are gesneriad, 
relatives of the African violet. Among 
them are episcia, kohleria, columnea, 





1. Parthenocissus henryana 2. Episcia Lady 
Lou 3. Campanula isophylla 4. Rex be- 
gonia Dew Drop 5. Ivy geranium Sunset 
6. Fancy-leaved geranium 7. Calla lily 
begonia 8. Begonia multiflora hybrid 9. 
Kohleria 10. Fancy-leaved geranium 11. 
Browallia speciosa major 12. Zebrina pen- 
dula 13. Campanula isophylla alba and 
14. Crossandra infundibuliformis 
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Victor Ries, Columbus, O. 


INDOOR PLANTS 


streptocarpus, gesneria. A re-awakened 
interest in achimenes, gloxinia and sin- 
ningia is also noticeable. Bi-generic hy- 
brids between some of these new genera 
are being produced. Other genera of this 
fascinating family are naegelia, hypo- 
cyrta, didymocarpus, aeschynanthus, 
chirita, rechsteineria and nautilocalyx. 

The episcias are becoming fairly 
common especially with African violet 
growers, so they are not difficult to ob- 
tain. They are not quite so easy to 
grow as the violets since they require 
higher humidity. Otherwise the soil, 
light and moisture requirements are the 
same. Although every grower has his 
preference of soil mixtures, a good bas- 
ic one can be made of equal parts soil, 
sand and peat moss with a teaspoon of 
any complete fertilizer such as a 4-12-4, 
5-10-5 or 6-10-4 added to each quart 
of soil mix. Regular watering is impor- 
tant and as much sunlight as they will 
take without showing leaf scorch. All 
episcias are easy to start from cuttings 
in water, sand or vermiculite. Cuttings 
may be taken at any time. 

More common episcias are E. ful- 
gida, cupreata, lilacina, reptans and 
punctata, plus a number of varieties as 
well as hybrids. Most of them have at- 
tractive foliage and conspicuous flow- 
ers. They all tend to be trailing so they 
can be used in hanging baskets or sus- 
pended pots or pans. 

Crossandra infundibuliformis (form- 
erly undulaefolia), recently popularized, 
is a member of the acanthus family 
which has been grown in the sub-tropics 
as a garden flower but seldom in green- 
houses. Grown from seed or cuttings, the 
orange or orange-red flowers are showy 
and borne well above the foliage. Other 
members of this family sometimes 
grown indoors are fittonia, ruellia, stro 
bilanthes, jacobinia and the shrimp 
plant (Beloperone guttata). The black- 
eyed susan vine (Thunbergia alata), 


often grown as an outdoor annual, is in 
this interesting family. 

Campanula isophylla and its variety, 
alba, are natives of Italy. Although not 
quite hardy in the northern states they 
have been grown in greenhouses for a 
long time. They can be started from 
seed or cuttings and will survive for sev- 
eral years. Except for the hot summer 
months they should be given full sun. 
More or less trailing, they are used in 
hanging baskets, blooming from early 
summer to late fall. Plant several cut- 
tings in a six-inch pot to get sufficient 
mass of plant growth. 

Fancy-leaved geraniums are a won- 
derful hobby for there are so many dif- 
ferent forms available. The basic re- 
quirement is all the sun you can possi- 
bly give them. In addition, be careful 
not to over fertilize or over water during 
the winter months when sunlight is at a 
premium. They are not particular as to 
soil. Dilute the average garden soil with 
a small amount of sand or perlite and it 
should be satisfactory. 

Kohleria is another of the gesneriads. 
It is often grown under the name iso- 
loma or tydaea. The. cultural require- 
ments are similar to those of episcia, that 
is high humidity and regular watering. 
There are many species and varieties, 
some go dormant during winter, others 
do not. Try growing them in a terra- 
rium to maintain the necessary high 
humidity if you can not grow them 
successfully otherwise. 

Parthenocissus henryana is a glori- 
fied sister of our native woodbine or 
Virginia creeper. Hardy in Cincinnati, 
it can be grown as a greenhouse vine. 
It clings by holdfasts the same as other 
woodbines and English ivy. The attrac- 
tive markings and coloring of the leaf 
make it a very desirable plant, easy to 
grow in any soil. Partial shade will give 
better colors in the foliage. Try it out- 
doors against a north or east wall. :: 





Rustproof METAL and GLASS 
GREENHOUSE 


Enjoy gardening any time you like . . . 365 days 
© yeor.. . in @ sturdy Sunlyt JR. This rugged, 
prefabricated, ‘‘build-it-yourself’’ greenhouse can 
be yours for only $275 (benches and inexpensive 


heating extra). WE GREENHOUSE 


ALUMINUM 

Or get ene of the iandsome, maintenance-free 
Aluminum Orlyts with avtomatic heating, cooling 
ond ventilation. Choose from dozens of sizes, 
styles and models . . . prices start at about $400 
Designed with all the know-how of century old 
tore 8 BURNHAM, the world’s largest, most 
Progressive greenhouse manufacturer. 


SEND FOR FREE 
COLOR CATALOG 


52-12 
. ym 


bed 


4 rx . 
LORD and BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON, N.Y 








WILT-PRUF 


Wilt-Pruf your plants and 
spare yourself the worry of win‘er 
set-backs due to ravaging winus, 
frost and sun scald. 

Wilt-Pruf sprays on easily and 
provides lasting protection to your 
valuable shrubbery. No need for bur- 
lap wrapping or mechanical wind- 
breaks 

Wilt-Pruf your Christmas Tree to 
prevent needle drop. 


you'll 


Nursery Specialty Produc*s, Inc. 
Croton Falls, New York 
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\ LAstinG joy of Christmas time is 
the gift plant that is an increasing part 
of holiday giving. Whether it is an 
azalea, an ardisia or a gardenia, it re- 
quires a bit of special attention to re- 
main as beautiful as when received. 

Of all Christmas plants poinsettias 
lead in popularity and with increased 
knowledge of their requirements, they 
may be kept in attractive condition for 
several weeks. Poinsettias, cyclamen, 
Christmas begonias and kalanchoes are 
grown under humid conditions in a 
greenhouse. To bring them into the 
comparatively dry atmosphere of a home 
is at best a shock, sometimes so great 
they go into a decline. 


Create Humidity 

By creating humidity around each 
plant, this reaction can be prevented. To 
do this, set each pot in a jardiniere hav- 
ing three to four inches of pebbles in the 
bottom. If two inches of water is main- 
tained in the bottom of the jardiniere, 
water vapor will continually rise around 
the foliage of the plant creating the de- 
sired humidity. Even cyclamens which 
are most exacting in humidity require- 
ments, will continue to bloom for many 
weeks when handled in this manner. 
Avoid Over-Watering 

Careful watering is essential. 
Most gift plants are pot bound therefore 
they need frequent watering, giving 
them only the little they can handle at a 
time. While the soil should be kept 
moist it should never be wet. More 
house plants succumb from over-water 
ing than from drought. 


also 


Berried Plants 


Jerusalem cherries and Christmas 
peppers are both fussy about the grow- 
ing conditions. A cool, humid atmos- 
phere is important otherwise they lan- 
guish. Trying to carry them over for an- 
other year is scarcely worth the effort. 


The coralberry or ardisia is a cheery 
plant with its evergreen foliage and 
bright red berries in clusters. Keep it in 
a cool room away from drafts and it will 
grace your livingroom for weeks. If by 
chance, you receive an Otaheite orange, 
an uncommon but delightful plant, give 
it the same care as ardisia. 


Brake Ferns 

The Australian brake fern, Pteris 
tremula, which is so often used to hide 
the naked stems of poinsettias, is at 
home in the house. When the poinsettia 
has spent itself, the ferns can be liited 
and repotted to be enjoyed all winter. 


Flowering Plants 


\zaleas, as Christmas plants, are 
given more freely each year. Available 


see page 639 


FREE! ALL-NEW COLORFUL 
GARDEN CATALOG FOR YOU 
Over 3,000 Flowers! 
Lawn, Garden Products! 
500 Vegetable: 
Shrubs, Trees 


No other book so complete 
++ yet a book you cannot buy! 


For really fine flowers, for taste-tempting vegetables, 
for the loveliest lawn and garden in your neighbor- 
hood—rely on Vaughan’s. This beautiful book, with 
200 full-color pictures, gives you gardening answers 
you find nowhere else . . . authoritative advice... 
tips on how to grow the finest! Not for sale any- 
where, but post card brings it absolutely free. 


=~ a . 
wo Big 25¢ Value, Only 10¢ 
¢ PECIA /\ Superb Cactus type, 5” diam- 
~* R ~~, eter. Symphony of cherry red, 
> OFFE ZS rose red, spiraea red, and 
“Beautiful Tinnia 7 magenta. Yours for only 10¢ 
WS cherry, Time’ with free Vaughan’s catalog! 
' 


VAUGHAN’S SEED CO. 


601 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago 6, Illinois - or 
24 Vesey Street, New York 7, New York Dept. HT-! 29 


() Please send “Gardening Illustrated’’ FREE! 
©) Enclosed is 10¢ for Cherry Time Zinnias. 
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Address. 
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3) 48 
Oscar (African violets) 

Morgan, Gordon (Double dots). . . 

Morris, Letitia (Lad yslippers) 


Haislip, Martha Pratt (Hydrangea). . .338 
Hale, Leslie (Sphagnum moss) 7 
Hambly, Wilfred (Plant windows) 172 
Hanley, Dr John H (Iris) 32: 
Tuberous begonias) 24 N 
Harkness, Bernard (Pansies) 385 . 
William B. (Wintering fuch Neely, Algine (Ginkgo tree 
483 Ne hrling, Irene D. (July flower atvange- 
+ Catherine (Castor bean) 166 ments) Pee 398 7 
4 astings, Ray (Heather alyssum). 17 Nelson mas (Si tre . » —— " 
Cc Hz rocesngy “9 ark (Greenhouse, efficient). 480 non, hom ilk tree) Tatquenie, Coors wi Biennials) . . .340; 
‘lark, Rogers D. (Orchids under lights)570 Hayward, Be tty J. (Pots of bulbs) oO Fe 153; (Wisteria) ORT « 
" > 4 22 Tarnish, John (Skunk trouble) 483 
Cloud, Katharine M-P. (Gay berries 535; (Wa 336 . k S. (Ge 476 
in fall 517 Heimlich, Alexander (Rock walis) 267. = Oeser, Dr. Richard (Living mobiles). . . - she * Beonien) 872: W 
Cochran, Fred M. (Plum for your gar Hirt, Dr. Ray R. (Living driftwood). . 344 Ogden, Dean R. (Pruning) nn (Peonies) 72; 505 
den 458 Hocking, Sidney C. (Pen pal 4 Osterling, Mrs. Marvin 
oggeshal!l, Roger ( Yuccas 302 Holmes, Alvhild V. (Black blossoms) 73 project) 
olprit, Ernest S. (Evergreens, which loover, Elizabeth N. (German ivy) Otto, Victor (Church landscaping). . . 
‘ Hosmer, Thomas L. (Fencing) 
Houghton, Kenneth W. (Daisies) P 
125 Hunt, Velma R. (Rapunzel) : 
Paetzel, 
book winners) 48 Parcher, Emily 
rawtord, Charles G. (Primula) 7 J Beard) 
rossan, Dr. D. F. (Mildew) 348 4 Patch, F. Wallace (Annuals) 142, Vv 
umming, Roderick W (Perennial Jeffers, Walter F’. (Strawberries)... .. 264; (Gloxinias) 380 
: ‘ Johnson, Brigham (Ivy tree) Philbrook, Mrs. Earle (Galax) 314 Vander Pol, Marinus (Garden luxury) | 


borders) 7 
: (Te varde , 3 Johnson, Mary Louise (Iris)..... Phillips, Gertrude W. (Ailing taxus) Vanderslip, Richard (Fertilizer) 
utak, Lad (Terrarium gardening). .. .630 i ie. anes sak. dfienden be Veendorp, H. (Fabled mandrake) .. 507 


shade) .. .370; (Hawthorns) 18 Vinal, William G. (Dwarf mistletoe) . 161 
D K Phillips, 


Keith 5S 
Anselm M. (C 


Be tty (Chrysanthemums) 
ital poppies) 0; (Poin- 


ra Harris, 
.155 aiaek 


Hastings, ( 


469 
95 


(Astilbes and Ber- 
612 geniz 509 
- I Somes. Richard (Roses) 343 
Prof. Takuma (Japanese land- 
278; 
229 


(Garden o~, Arthur E 


02 I hatcher, 


4. R. (Garden club year Tono, 
Mary ( Miniature trees) 


. (Foxgloves) 
Seaber (Jupiter's . 


Theresa S. (Garden club year Re 
(P eperomia). 


(Moses-in-a-boat 

plant) 37: (Ladyslippers, potted) . 465 Ww 
piling Henry (Woodehtich)"*"""-" SEA Waggoner, Paul, (Plastic topcoats) ..475 
Pratt, Myrtle M. (Floral hunger) 483 Ww allnce, ‘Borothy (Collect pots) 141 
Pring, George H. (Waterlilies for your Warren, Dana (Acacia) asa) 314 
) : 418 Waugh, Dorothy (Trees defy city soot) 86 

452 — Weinsheimer, Doris Wilson (Dutch 

(Bellflowers) bulbs 461; (Winterize your shrubs 
bulbs) . .463 R and trees) 5 
Wildon, Dr. Carrick E. (Watering lawn) 360 
Williams, Frances B. (Hummingbirds). 54 
Williams, Mabel (Cone wreaths) 640 
Wilson, Mrs. John (ating flowers) 483 
Wing, Anne Hinshaw (Birds) 22 
Wolff, William H. (Pre-germination) 14 
Wright, Percy H. (Turk » lilies) 277 

Wood, C . (Dalea enneandra) 294; 
(Galega) 185; (White mugwort) 294 

Wyman, Dr Donald (Evergreens, 

617 dwarf) 472; (Lilacs) 268; (Ma- 
ples in Autumn) 513 


Davis, E. Dexter (Winter damage) ran annas oe 
222; (Prepare for Winter) .. 506 r+. 
Delkin, Fred L. (Cousins of the onion 409 
Dilatush, Tom (Magnolia grandiflora 
269; (Variegated holly 608 
Dillon, Gordon st (Review of The , Carpus) 
Orchids z 45 Kunke 1, Marguerite 
yomoto, Toichi (Tree peonies in Cal 329; (Ferns) 568; (Little 
fornia) . 
dreifus, Mrs. A. M. (Acid soi!) lL 
Jrummond, Dr. W . - 
juda, Edward J oe Lamb, Edgar (Stapeliads) 
(Mistletoe pest in Langdon, Carolyn S. (Gladiolus) 
Lee, Tina (Colorful gourds) 
> Lewis, Prof. Clarence E. (Elms) 
F Lincoin, H. Allen (Rex begonias) S 
228 Lownes, Barbara S. (Mexico's gardens “ 
and wild flowers) 587, 616 
611 Lundgren, Ted (Pink Cleome) . 386 


Alice (Clematis) 
nee (Asarina vine) 


(Pickaback plant) 74 (Strepto- 


69 
(Petunias) 21 
Ries, Victor (Pot plant potpourri) 633 
Ring, Kenneth C. (Power mowers) 140 
Robinson, Anne Tinney (Violets) 219 
Robinson, Gladys Reed (Cockspur) 105 
Russell, Gladsia (Evening primrose). . .158 


Rice, {ames H 


(Sowing seed) 


Grace P sone 
fragrance) 


Helene (Greenhouse 
479, 514; Indoor vines) 
*tcher, Effie J. (Seeds to foreign coun- 


tries 7 
M Sanderson, 


oley, Daniel J. (Paperwhites) 526 
Rhododendrons) 35; (Shrubs for Macarthur, Mrs. Robert (Leaf skele- bark) 
274 tons) 5 Schafer, Mary Coyle (Thankesiving ' ar- 


low house) ‘ 7 
Marvin E. (Mistletoe) Mahoney, “Joan (Garden for blind) 276 rangements) 


isher, 
lege, 


Santin, Patrick (Berried branches for 
Christ mas) 
Saunders, Silvia 


divide) 


plant or 
471 1 
tree 
580 “4 
Zucker, Isabel (Clematis in Fall) 
561 508; (Phlox) . » 43 


(Peonies, 


Harvey D. (Protect 


owler, 





Thank-you Mrs. Watters and 40 other 
sharp-eyed readers for pointing out this 
switcheroo of engravings. Ed. 


in the The 
pink ladyslipper should be yellow (Cypri- 
pedium calceolus pubescens )—the yellow, 


am 
ERC ; pink (C. acaule). 
[ I have been digging up yellow 


slippers, growing just off in the woods a 
es -10 the Editor 


names under the pictures. 


Ominous Flowers 
Dear Editor—The October issue of Hortr- 


lady- 


short distance, beside a country road, cuLrrure came in just ahead of the bloom 

where an unsightly dump is being made of period of my Stapelia hirsuta and the ar- 

the wayside! I give them to friends in ticle Stapeliads Are Strange by Mr. Ed- 
different sections of the country hoping gar Lamb was especially appreciated. 

they will spread. Hirsuta is strange, all right! 

Thank you for your lovely magazine. Is it an example of plant camouflage? 

: Mrs. V.B. Watrers’ These giant starfish blooms with their 

Lancaster, N. B., Canada (see next page ) 
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Ladyslipper on Wrong Foot 


Dear Editor—I was very pleased with the 
ladyslipper article in your October issue. 
I suppose already it has been brought 
to your attention that a slip has been made 


December 1959 








GARDEN 
TOUR... 


For 20 Select and Discerning 
Garden Admirers and Horti- 
culturists 


We offer an unusual jet air cruise 
for the summer of 1960 which will 
include The Floriade in Holland, 
Isle of Jersey, the lovely rose city 
of Visby, concentrating on the 
Northlands, expertly planned and 
directed. 


This is not a budget tour but is 
designed for discriminating travel- 
ers who appreciate skillful and 
thoughtful arrangements with the 
best accommodations and facili- 
ties. The tour may be classified as 
elegant, emphasizing leisure, with 
cultural and educational activities. 


Our director is Anne Wertsner 
Wood, 400 Walnut Lane, Swarth- 
more, Pennsylvania. Experienced, 
personable, and probably known 
to your Club through her lectures, 
writings or judgings, and member 
of the American Exhibition Commit- 
tee for the international Floriade. 


Departure from New York will be 
by jet June 26 and return arrival 
July 28. Arrangements for further 
extensions in Europe at the con- 
clusion are possible. 


Brochures are in preparation and 
your inquiries are cordially invited. 


Montclair Travel Bureau, Inc. 
ArtHur W. Weyman, President 


493 Bloomfield Avenue 
Montclair, New Jersey 











PLant WarerinG Prosiem Soiveo 
No gvesswork. Floragarde neue 

ing guide. Just push into soil. / 

Color signals you. PINK— 

don't water. BLUE—time to ye 

water. That simple. Rush $1 

now for pkg. of 7. Two pkgs., / 

$1.69. Five (35 guides), 

$3.99 « All ppd. 


is the sure-fire plant water- 
CUPBOARD, Box 61-H, Terre Heute, 12 P., ind. 





Please Mention 
HORTICULTURE 
When Patronizing 
Our Advertisers 
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READERS 


\ Q) é 
\v Wesivored 
. cheweved 
How do I handle azaleas that have come 
from a florists so they will bloom again? 
Most of the florist’s azaleas are Kur- 
umes, which are hardy only south of 
New York. From Philadelphia south 
growth and bloom can be continued by 
setting them out as soon as frost danger 
is over. Fertilize them well, and water 
whenever soil becomes dry. New blos- 
som buds will form. The first winter 
such plants should have some protection 
but after that they will grow and bloom 
normally. 


I have a moist place with partial shade. 
What large ferns will do well there? 

The first to come to mind is the 
ostrich fern (Pteris nodulosa) because 
the conditions sound ideal for it. The 
marginal shield fern (Woodsia obtusa) 
and interrupted fern (Osmunda clayto- 
niana) will both do well under such 
conditions. The cinnamon fern (Os- 
munda cinnamomea) also should be 
tried. 

What kind of general purpose spray can 
I use in the spring? 

None. There is no such thing as a 
general purpose spray. Sprays are ap- 
plied for specific insects or diseases and 
the chemicals used will depend on the 
trouble to be controlled. Do not be 
misled by anyone who says a spray on 
everything in the spring will be bene- 
ficial. It may do more harm than good. 





Letters 

from page 637 

concentric circles of red-purple, close to- 
gether at center, spreading and breaking 
at the widest spread of the petals, and 
then concentrated again at the tips, might 
be wind riffles making shadows on sandy 
soil. 

Is it a carnivore? It has an odor that 
resembles rotten eggs that attracts flies, all 
kinds of flies, big and little ones, green 
and blue ones, hairy ones. My dog and 
cat approach it, sniffing and then back 
away and give it a wide berth. The flies 
light on the hairs that cover the flower 
and stagger around them, depositing eggs 
which settle on the petal surface. Do the 
flies serve as pollinators, too? 

On the second day, if the weather is 
favorable, the odor is less strong and the 
flies are indifferent but the eggs hatch into 
wriggling maggots that live for a few hours 
and then die and shrivel. 

On the third day, the starpoints close 
in over the dead. Does the plant sustain 
itself on such catches? A fly-trap with a 
difference? 


Hylocereus undatus 





It looks as though it did. 

Watching the buds swell into bigger and 
bigger balloons until they finally burst and 
spread out to their full width of 11 inches; 
and then watching them close in again as 
the flower fades, has us wondering if it 
isn’t at least part animal. A magnifying 
glass brings out the constant motion of 
the hoary hairs; are they really tentacles? 

Mrs. Rospert CoNKLIN 
Stroudsburg, Pa. 


Stapelia is not insectivorous, but de- 
pends on the carrion fly for pollination. It 
reduces the fly population, though, by 
starving the misplaced maggots. Ed. 


Night-Blooming Cereus 

Dear Editor—I am enclosing a snapshot 
of my night-blooming cereus, which I 
thought you might like to print. Since 
1953 we have had blooms on our night- 
blooming cereus each year. I have had 
this plant since 1941. However, it did not 
blossom for 12 years. As you know, these 
plants usually bloom once a year and only 
during the evening. 

This August it had nine buds. On Au- 
gust 30 about 10 p.m. one bud opened 
and on Sept. 3, three more. On Sept. 5 
the remaining five buds blossomed and I 
was able to take the enclosed snapshot 
(see above). 

Mrs. L. E. BaLrour 
Haverhill, Mass. 


Petunia Soup 
Dear Editor—In your September Hortt- 
CULTURE, page 493, Myrtle M. Pratt of 
Naco, Arizona, speaks of petunia soup. Is 
she joking, or is petunia so used? Petunia 
belongs, as you know, to a family with 
so many plants with poisonous qualities. 
Would it be dangerous to eat petunia soup? 
In that Solanaceae family are Nicandra, 
Atropa, Lycium, Hyoccyanius. 
Mrs. Frances R. WittiaMs 
Winchester, Mass. 


The suggestion was serious and petu- 
nias are not listed as poisonous, though 
some of their relatives are.—Ed. 


Correction 

November's Now Is The Time suggested 
a 5-10-30 fertilizer for trees. There is no 
such fertilizer. It should have read 
5-10-10.—Ed. 


HORTICULTURE 











Rate 30 cents a word, minimum $6.00, 


HorticuLture “Green Thumb” Department 


a Classified Advertising . 
cash with order, 
tive issues using same copy. ¢ Yearly Contract Rate on Request. ¢ Closing date 45 days previous to cover 
date. ¢ HonticuLture 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass. 


10% discount for three consecu- 

















African Violets _ SS 
AFRICAN VIOLETS. Originators of outstanding 
varieties. Gloxinias and Rex Begonias also. Retail 
by mail anywhere. Dealers Trade List. OPPEN’S 
GREENHOUSES, 4330 Auburn Rd., Salem, Oregon. 
AFRICAN VIOLET PLANTS, 3” Pots $1.25 each, RL 
50¢ each, plus $1.00 Postage and Packing charge, 
choice of Spring Listings. EASTERBROOK, Butler, 
Ohio. + mi"! 
AMERICA’S FINEST AFRICAN VIOLETS. Send 
for free color catalog. FISCHER GREENHOUSE, 
Dept. HCS, Linwood, New Jersey. ——__ mn 
AFRICAN VIOLETS—the perfect Christmas gift; 
inquire about our GIFT CERTIFICATES. Minimum 
$2. Louise Johnson, P.O. Box 45, Hudson, Que., 
Canada. 

Amaryllis 

FANCY IMPORTED DUTCH AMARYLLIS a Spe- 
cialty, over 100 named varieties, priced $2.50 up. 
ROBERT D. GOEDERT, Box 6534, Jacksonville 5, 
Florida. 


Baby Evergreens 
BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, or- 
namentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas, Rhodo- 
dendrons, Flowering Shrubs, Blueberries. CATA- 
LOG FREE. GIRARD BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, 
Ohio. 

Bird of Paradise 
STRELITZIA REGINAE the most beautiful of tropi- 
cal plants with red, yellow, blue and orange blossoms. 
2 year plant $1.50 ea; 4 yr. $3.50 ea. Fresh seed 
$1.00 per doz. PETER AND PAM, P. O. Box 4284, 
San Fernando, California. 


iat Business Opportunities _ 


WEAVE RUGS—Make Good Profits! No experi- 
ence necessary! Free Catalog, sample card, and 
low prices on carpet warp, rug filler, looms, 
parts, inexpensive beam counter. If you have loom 
—give make, weaving width please. OR. RUG COM- 
PANY, Dept. 0979, Lima, Ohio. 

GROW ORCHIDS at home. Profitable, fascinating. 
Successful home grower explains special light, tem- 
perature and humidity conditions Orchids need. 
Free—full details. ORCHIDS, 100 S. Vermont, 
Los Angeles 4, Calif. 

GROW MUSHROOMS, Cellar, Shed and outdoors. 
Spare, full time, year round. We pay $4.50 Ib. 
dried. We have 29,000 customers. FREE BOOK. 
MUSHROOMS, Dept H, 2954 Admiral Way, Seat- 
tle, Washington. 





Earthworms 


FREE PICTURE FOLDER: “How to make $3,000 
Yearly, Sparetime. Backyard, Raising Earthworms.” 
Included free: “‘How to Grow Gorgeous Flowers 
with Domesticated Earthworms’’. OAKHAVEN 111, 
Cedar Hill, Texas. 

Electric Hotbed Kits 
CABLE—THERMOSTAT—PILOT. For 9 square ft. 
area, $8.95; 18 square ft. area $11.95, postpaid. 
Larger units. Informative catalogue 10¢. RANSOM 
SEED, San Gabriel 3, California 


Flower Arrangements 


CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower 
arrangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free 
illustrated catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, 
H-12, Hawthorne, New York. 

__—*Frvit 
TREE RIPENED ORANGES, GRAPEFRUIT or 
mixed. Organically grown $3.95 bushel FOB. P. O. 
Box 37, ORGANIC ACRES, Seffner, Florida. 


Garden Supplies 


REMEMBER LAST WINTER? Send self addressed 
stamped envelope for information covering winter- 
izing all ornamentals. NATIVE AMERICAN HOLLY 
FARMS, Manheim 8, Pennsylvania. 

COMPOST KING. All steel grating and sifting screen 
with storage bin. Write for information. HOME 
GARDEN PRODUCTS, 159 Pine Ridge Road, West 





Geraniums 

ZONAL GERANIUM CATALOG 10¢. Finest va- 
rieties. Novelties. Dwarfs. Fancy-Leaved. HOLMES 
C. MILLER, 280 West Portola Avenue, Los Altos, 
California. 





7 Gifts rs — 
1000 NAME and ADDRESS LABELS, beautifully 
printed by reliable New England Company, only 
$1.00. Catalog on request. WHITMAN, Box 6H, 
Boston 1, Massachusetts. 


December 1959 


Herbs 
CAPRILANDS CHRISTMAS GIFTS. Frankincense 
and Myrrh—eift package 60¢. Christmas Recipes— 
Christmas Legends—colorful books tied with Herbs 
of Christmas meaning $1.75. Famous Salad Herbs— 
apothecary jars—$1.00. 2 Vanilla Beans, packaged 65¢. 
Nutmeg, whole, stock cinnamon—25¢. Potpourri or 
Lavender—60¢ ea. Pomander Balls—$1.25. CAPRI- 
LANDS HERB FARM, Coventry, Conn. Open House 
Luncheons until December 16. 


a Holly 





box 
15x7x3% of our choicest sprays of true English 
Holly. Mistletoe cedar and juniper sprigs included. 
$2.50 postpaid special delivery. RICHEN’S, Route 3, 
Sherwood, Oregon. 
HOLLY—Send for my FREE booklet—tells where 
Holly grows best—how to plant, etc. EARLE 
DILATUSH, Holly Specialist, Robbinsville, N. J. 

House Plants 

LOVELY tropical plants exotic foliage and blooms. 
Gesneriads, Begonias Free descriptive catalog. 
GOLDEN BIRD TROPICALS, 2510 West Orange 
Ave., Anaheim, California. 





Mushrooms 
MUSHROOMS—OQUICKER, EASIER, CHEAPER. 
Preplanted, ready-to-grow trays, beds. Literature 
Free. Spawn $1.00. LUXHORT, 641 South 19th, 
Newark 3, N. J. 





an Music-Instruction 

SONGPOEMS AND LYRICS WANTED: Mail to: 
TIN PAN ALLEY, INC., 1650 Broadway, New 
York 19, N. Y. 


Natchez Vacation 

EXPLORE LOWLANDS AND HILLS FOR NA- 
TIVE FLORA, See timber and conservation pro- 
grams. Visit houses and gardens. Plan a family 
vacation. CHERRY GROVE PLANTATION, Rte. 
1, Box 421, Natchez, Miss. 


Of Interest to Women 
SEW Aprons at home for stores. No Charge for 
material to fill orders. In our fifth successful year. 
Write: ADCO MFG. CO., Bastrop 82, Louisiana. 


Orchid Cactus 
EPIPHYLLUM HYBRIDS (Orchid Cactus) large 
flowers, 3 young plants $1.50 postpaid, spring delivery. 
Plants in bud $3 each, 2 for $5 express collect. 
State color preference. Order before April 15. FREE 
catalog. BEAHM GARDENS, Dept. H, 2686 Paloma, 
Pasadena 8, California. 


Rare Shrubs & Trees Ss 
RARE SHRUBS AND TREES—Dove Tree, Chi- 
nese Witchhazel, Skimmia and other choice plants. 
Write for free list. Open weekends only, 9 to 5:30 
WOODLAND NURSERY, Hendricks Road, Perkio- 
menville, RD 1, Penna. 

Special Announcement 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF GARDENERS, 194 
Old Country Road, Mineola, New York, cordially 
invites gardeners to join their membership. Annual 
dues $8.00 





Terrarium Supplies 


CONTAINERS, SUPPLIES, WOODLAND MaA- 
TERIAL, mosses, ferns, wildflowers, custom ter- 
rarium service, instructions. Illustrated folder 10¢. 
A. ALLGROVE, North Wilmington, Mass. 


Tree Peonies SS 
TREE PEONIES can be planted until the ground 
freezes. Give your favorite gardener a royal specimen 
for Christmas. Tree Peonies, WILLIAM GRAT- 
WICK, Pavilion, New York. 
Violets re HE 
HARDY VIOLETS. Descriptive catalogue with 


Recipes. Send 50¢. Deduct from first order. VISTA 
VIOLET FARM, 1211 Monte Vista, Vista, Calif. 


Wildflowers & Ferns 
WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, many kinds, to 
brighten a shady nook. Also young Ornamentals 
for low-cost home landscaping. Send now for free 
catalogue. WAKE ROBIN FARM, Box 33-H, Home, 
Pennsylvania. 





Help Wanted 

GARDENER, for permanent position starting in sum- 
mer of 1960 on Southeastern Pennsylvania private 
estate. Write giving age, previous experience and 
salary desired to Box 175, Horticulture, 300 Massa- 
chusetts Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


Now Is the Time 
from page 634 


in several colors, they will continue to 
bloom for several weeks if given plenty 
of water and sunlight for at least half of 
each day. When blooming is over, cut 
down on water and let them rest unti! 
spring frosts are past. If you live in a 
warm section of the country, such 
azaleas can be fertilized and set in the 
garden where they will rebuild vitality 
and be ready to bloom next year. 

The requirements of camellias and 
gardenias are exacting but not the same 
in most respects. The former likes a cool 
location with no sun while the latter 
likes warmth and bright sun. Both use 
plenty of water and need a humid at- 
mosphere and an acid soil. 


Living Christmas Tree 

Perhaps, instead of a flowering plant 
you receive a live spruce or balsam with 
roots in burlap or polyethylene to be 
used as a Christmas tree. Such a gift is 
always appreciated but a problem arises 
when the holidays are over and you wish 
to plant the tree. If you could anticipate 
such a gift before the ground is frozen, 
it would be wise to select the planting 
site, and prepare for planting by incor- 
porating ample peatmoss with the soil 
to the depth of 18 inches. After such 
preparation cover the location with 
eight to 10 inches of leaves held in 
place with boards which will prevent 
freezing of the soil. Planting in frozen 
January then becomes simple. Addition- 
al assurance of successful planting will 
follow an application of synthetic latex 
sprayed on the needles to keep down 
moisture loss. Guying the tree and erect- 
ing a burlap protection on the wind- 
ward side are also important. : : 


New Books 
from page 624 


Religious Arrangements 


Revicious THEMES IN FLOWER Ark- 
RANGEMENT by Ruth E. Mullins, 
Hearthside, N. Y. 118 pp. $5.95 
Here is the perfect Christmas gift for 

the flower arrangement enthusiast who 

makes arrangements for her church. Over 

60 Biblical arrangement themes, such as 

“Fear not, for behold I bring you good 

tidings of great joy .”, are described 

and illustrated, together with others from 
non-Biblical sources, such as the Koran. 


French Figurines 


LirtLe Saints oF CHRISTMAS—THE 
SANTONS OF PROVENCE by Daniel J. 
Foley. Dresser, Chapman & Grimes, Bos- 
ton. 150 pp. $5. 

A charming book, richly illustrated with 
photographs, that tells the story of the 
colorful, hand-molded figurines—santons 
—used traditionally to observe Christmas 
in Provence, France. :: 
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Jean Berke Travel Service 
is proud to announce that 
the eminent horticulturist 

Dr. Ernest K. Thomas 
is now available 
to give a series of 
illustrated Lectures 
on the Gardens of Europe, 
Hawaii and the Orient. 
For full information, write directly to 
Dr. E. K. Thomas, Exec. Seety 
Rhode | Horticultural Society 


17 Exchange Street 
Providence 3, Rhode Island 


SOLES? Fe 
FAST, FASY, SURE, SAFE 


for everything you grow! 





| 


| 


Instantly-soluble plant food 
for 5S-way feeding. Plants 
“drink in” rich nutrients 
through their leaves, stems, 
biooms, branches, roots. Ex- 
clusive Reilly secret formu- 
la. Just add to water, sprin- 
kie or spray on everythin 
you grow indoors or out! 
Used 25 years by profes- 
sional growers. d b 
leading nurseries, 

and hardware stores. 





EXOTICA 


Cyclopedia of Indoor Plants 


7600 illustrations- 1146 pages 


2nd, enlarged edition just published; the world's 
most completely illustrated reference book on house 
plants, by A, B. Graf. 
For ready plant identification, with key to their care 
Printed on enameled paper, 16 color pages, 
qverto, bound in buckram 


A Beautiful Gift $25.00 
ROEHRS COMPANY, RUTHERFORD, N. J. 

















POSEY BOARDS 


Hand-carved, dark wood bases for flower or 
fruit arrangements 

20” x 11” $4.50 ge $3.50 
Set $7.00 idd $.50 West of Mississippi 
Found only at: Mrs. Robert Barton's Garden 
Shop, 75 Granite St., Foxboro, Mass 





You Are Invited to Join 


THE GOURD SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC 
300 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston 15, Mass 
$2.00 cach 


Pub 


vear 


Membership dues 
i times a year 


Includes GOURD PAMPHLET 


seeds 25c pkt.; Bulletins 25 & 35c Plus 
The Garden of Gourds by L. H. Bailey $3.00. 
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here’s how to make 


Maser WituiaMs, Pepperell, Mass, 


“CONE WREATHS 


You CAN App a new dimension to the 
Christmas holidays by making a wreath 
of cones, a project which will yield 
pleasure both in the doing and result. 

There'll be the fun of gathering the 
roadside and lawn, or if 
you're the passive type, purchasing 
them from the neighborhood florist. 
Then, the creative pleasure of making 
the wreath. And, finally, the satisfac- 
tion of viewing it on mantel, front door 
or bay window. 

The materials required are: One 14- 
inch florist’s wire hoop frame (the kind 
with four wires, which come in large or 
-small sizes), 18 inches of No. 22 cut 
florist wire, two yards of brown or green 
florist tape, 42 large Norway spruce 
cones (shown with title, above), 25 
white pine cones (the long, scrawny 
ones), 18 jack pine cones (the short, 
stubby ones), 25 small white spruce 
cones (corsage size), a few native wal- 
nuts, horse chestnuts, acorns, butternuts 
and peach, apricot and plum stones, or 
mixed nuts such as English walnuts and 
Brazil nuts. 

Tools necessary are an electric drill 
and a small sized drill, a small vise, an 
ice pick or screwdriver, pliers, hack- 
saw, gloves and a spray can of clear 
shellac or silver or gold paint. 

Before starting work use the hack- 
saw to saw six long Norway spruce cones 
into three sections by holding them in 
the vise and cutting cross-wise to make 
rosettes. Twist 15 white pine cones in 
two. Wire the heels of these cones by 
running one length of cut wire around 
the stem end and twisting it to insert as 
trimmings. Wire six of the smallest of 
the Norway spruce cones singly and 
wire the jack pine cones in groups of 
three. Also wire a few singly. Wire as 
many of the white spruce cones in 
groups of three as needed to fill in any 
empty spaces. Wire the Norway spruce 
tips left from rosettes singly. 

Drill a small hole through the nuts’ 
stem ends, holding them in the vise with 
pliers for safety’s sake. Wire nuts in 
groups of three, using the same kind in 
each grouping. 

With gloves on, begin work by push- 
ing and twisting three Norway spruce 
cones through the two sets of wires in 
each section of the hoop from the out- 
with heels of the cones well 


cones from 


side, 


through the inner wire. Continue un- 
til 29 have been used. Then push a sin- 
gle tip from the white pine cones (these 
are the tips already twisted in two) in 
between every other spruce heel on in- 
side of the hoop. Continue until the 15 
have been used. 

Divide the cone filled into 
three sections and make a of 
cones in the center of each section with 
three of the sawed spruce heel rosettes. 
Using an ice pick or screw-driver, make 
a hole down between the cones, push 
wire through, and pull rosettes tight. 

Add single Norway spruce cones to 
right and left, using the six already 
wired, two to each group. Add single 
tips of pine cones working from center 
outward as if you laid a spray or gar- 
land on the wreath. Mix in different 
shapes and varieties of cones as you 
work, pulling them down tight and 
twisting the wires together in groups on 
the back. Place groups of three jack pine 
cones between the two groups. 

Keep working to the right and left of 
each group until the circle is filled, and 
none of the frame shows. Use the same 
kind of cones and the same positions 
for each kind in each group on the 
wreath. Fill in any bare places with the 
tiny corsage cones. Then, add nuts in 
groups of three, keeping them balanced 
and in proportion until wreath is filled. 

Twist the wires together on the back 
in groups. Cut them off with snips 
leaving one inch, wind with florist tape 
and push down between the cones. 
Now spray with clear shellac or what- 
ever you wish, and your wreath is 
completed. 


hoop 
spray 


WHITE SPRUCE 


HORTICULTURE 
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